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FEBRUARY 7 – 11, 2011
(MONDAY – FRIDAY)

Adventure & Learn 
Hawaii 2011

Endodontics: Get Better! Now! 
Dr. Markus Haapasalo, Dr. Jeffrey Coil

This course (12 hours of instruction) will focus on the 
most relevant topics in clinical endodontics. 

Clinical Diagnosis of Oral Lesions 
Dr. Charles Shuler

The objective of this presentation (3 hours of 
instruction) is to guide participants to develop an 
approach for differential diagnosis of lesions in the soft 
tissues of the oral cavity.

Location: The Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui, Hawaii

The Fairmont Kea Lani is located on the 
pristine white sands of Polo Beach, Wailea, just 
17 miles from Kahului Airport. This distinctive 
Maui hotel encompasses 22 acres of tropical 
landscape and offers authentic Hawaiian 
cultural experiences. The warm and personal 
service conveys the essence of aloha.

FEBRUARY 18 – 19, 2011
(FRIDAY – SATURDAY)

Annual Vernon Ski Seminar

Aesthetic and Function of 
Ceramic Restorations 
Dr. Chris Wyatt

Oral Surgery Update 
Dr. Ian Matthew

Location: Chilcoot Conference Centre,  
Silver Star Mountain, BC

Silver Star Mountain offers ultimate downhill 
skiing for all family members, featuring 10 lifts 
and over 100 superb runs, a number of which 
are open for night skiing. Tubing, outdoor 
skating and sleigh rides are also available. 
The resort is located 22 kilometres (12 miles) 
northeast of Vernon, BC, and is a 50-minute 
drive from Kelowna, BC.
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A groundbreaking ceremony for the new 
Pharmaceutical Sciences building also marks 
the future home for the Centre for High-
Throughput Phenogenomics—a $9.4-million 
expansion to Dentistry’s existing imaging 
facility, funded by contributions from the 
Canada Foundation for Innovation and 
the BC Knowledge Development Fund 
(Impressions, fall 2009).

Originally planned for Dentistry’s John B. 
Macdonald Building, the bioimaging facility 
will now be housed with the Faculty of 
Pharmaceutical Sciences and the Centre for 
Drug Research and Development (CDRD). 
The new building will be built to Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
gold certification standards.

The bioimaging equipment slated for this 
centre includes a focused ion beam scanning 
electron microscope, a white light laser confocal 

microscope, optical projection tomography, 
a MALDI LTQ Orbitrap tandem mass 
spectrometer and a variety of in vivo and in vitro 
micro-CT scanners. All equipment requires a 
purpose-built environment to accommodate 
the scientific functions and will be supported 
with high-volume data storage and analysis. A 
full-time scientific director will oversee the 
development of novel 3D analysis methodologies. 

The core research personnel—a unique 
assembly of top researchers drawn from 
multiple disciplines—represent the 
UBC faculties of dentistry, medicine and 
pharmaceutical sciences. This more central 
location will enhance research and cross-
discipline collaborations in the areas of hard 
tissue development and degradation and will 
support the development of novel treatment 
approaches utilizing new drug therapies. 

New Home for Bioimaging Facility The UBC Faculty of Dentistry has completed 
an academic affiliation agreement with 
the Prince Abdulrahman Advanced Dental 
Institute (PAADI) in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
PAADI is a division within the Saudi Armed 
Forces Medical Service Directorate and has 
been in existence for more than 10 years. 
PAADI’s initial goals were to improve the 
clinical skills of Saudi Arabian dentists to 
the standards of North American dentistry. 
The program has been extremely successful 
in achieving those objectives and now has 
added goals to expand the dental specialty 
training and dental research in the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. 

PAADI has chosen the UBC Faculty of 
Dentistry as the partner to help achieve the 
expanded goals. The agreement establishes 
collaborations between UBC and PAADI 
in several areas, including the Advanced 
Education in General Dentistry program at 
PAADI, clinical specialty graduate programs 
and research graduate education at both UBC 
and PAADI, collaborative research projects 
between PAADI and UBC faculty members, 
and exchanges of educational technology.

Several UBC Dentistry faculty members 
have already travelled to Riyadh to provide 
courses in their area of expertise, and two 
Saudi Arabian dentists have enrolled at UBC 
to complete a PhD in Craniofacial Science 
with a diploma in Periodontics. A rich 
exchange of students and faculty members 
over the coming years is anticipated.

Affiliation Agreement 
Established With Saudi Arabia 

Architect’s rendering of the UBC Faculty of Pharmaceutical Sciences/CDRD building—future home of the Centre for High-
Throughput Phenogenomics. IM
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are many events planned for the autumn 
of 2010 to celebrate the new programs and 
welcome the new faculty members. We 
hope you will join in the celebrations. 

One of the major articles in this edition 
of Impressions focuses on problem-based 
learning (PBL). PBL is a major pedagogy 
at the Faculty of Dentistry, and we are 
recognized internationally for achievements 
with this style of learning. The introduction 
to the article poses a “clinical problem” with 
many uncertainties regarding the best way to 
approach treatment. PBL provides a method 
for recognizing, investigating, understanding 
and modifying therapeutic approaches 
for the greatest benefit to patients. In the 
article, several members of our faculty 
discuss both the method of learning in 
PBL and why this pedagogy prepares our 
graduates to deal with complexities in our 
profession and the changes that are certain 
to occur in the future. PBL is a significant 

Heading into autumn, there is a palpable 
sense of excitement in the Faculty as we 
progress with the goals of our Strategic Plan. 
Three new graduate programs—orthodontics, 
pediatric dentistry and prosthodontics—have 
admitted their first classes. Renovations in the 
John B. Macdonald Building have created a 
new computer learning centre and an enlarged 
lounge for students. Construction has begun 
on the new Pharmaceutical Sciences building, 
which will house the Faculty of Dentistry’s 
expanded bioimaging facility, the Centre for 
High-Throughput Phenogenomics. Several 
faculty members have received new grants to 
conduct biomedical research, and the Faculty 
has successfully recruited new tenure-track 
faculty members in Orthodontics, Pediatric 
Dentistry, Prosthodontics, Community 
Dentistry, Dental Education and Dental 
Hygiene. These young faculty members 
bring a level of enthusiasm and expertise 
that is certain to maintain outstanding 
programs at UBC far into the future. There 

strength of our Faculty and provides a 
long-term career benefit for our graduates.

I hope you enjoy this issue of Impressions. 
We continue to highlight the remarkable 
achievements of our students, faculty 
members and staff. The Faculty of Dentistry’s 
future is extremely bright, and with the many 
opportunities available to us, the level of 
excitement is infectious. We look forward 
to sharing our enthusiasm with you as the 
Faculty of Dentistry continues to move 
toward realization of our Strategic Plan.

All the best,

 

Charles Shuler, DMD, PhD 
Dean and Professor, Faculty of Dentistry

Dear Colleagues,
Welcome to the fall 2010 edition of “Impressions.”
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For nearly four decades the central dispensary 
of the dental clinic in the John B. Macdonald 
Building (JBM) served as the hub of activity 
for students and faculty. Decommissioned in 
2006, it has sat unused since the opening of 
Dentistry’s new oral health centre—until now. 

With the support of the Pediatric Dental Group 
(PDG), this space has been transformed into 
a new hub of activity—an extraordinary and 
desperately needed conference room—and 
serves as a leading project for further JBM 
building renovations.

Now named the PDG Conference Room, the 
facility provides students, alumni, faculty and 
staff with an interactive and modern space for 
creative and dynamic learning and teaching. Two 
65-inch high-definition plasma monitors chosen 
for their unprecedented clarity for viewing 
radiographs, installed at each end of the room, 
are a highlight of the conference room’s features. 

PDG’s support and partnership has been 
instrumental. This was a challenging renovation 
project because a complicated and extensive 
plumbing infrastructure had to be removed. 
Their foresight and generosity in making the 
project a reality reflects a strong group-practice 
value of supporting UBC and lifelong learning. 

“Our philosophy in dentistry has always been to 

create a culture of quality and high expectation. 
This can best be served by educating students 
in environments that reflect these principles,” 
says Dr. Richard Kramer, a practising pediatric 
dentist for over 30 years. “If one provides a 
professional environment to allow the proper 
presentation of educational materials, then it 
will affect how the students themselves view 
dental education. Going forward into the 
professional practice of dentistry, their standards 
and level of expectations will have been shaped 
by the environment in which they are taught.”

As a UBC Dentistry alumnus, Dr. Reza Nouri 
understands first-hand the importance 
of continually supporting the growth and 
development of Dentistry’s teaching institutions: 

“We must give back, be it by our time, experience, 
wisdom or financial support. Today’s students 
will be future leaders in our profession. The 
stronger their educational foundation is today, 
the better they will lead us tomorrow.”  

UBC Dentistry is grateful for the support and 
leadership of Drs. Richard Kramer, David 
Kennedy, Donald Scheideman, Donal Flanagan, 
Anabel Chan, Reza Nouri (DMD 1994, MSc 
2004), Edward Chin, Louisa Leung (DMD 
2000), Todd Moore (MSc 2001) and Christian 
Wong, along with their families, in naming the 
PDG Conference Room.

A New Hub of Activity in the Old Clinic: 
The PDG Conference Room

The new PDG Conference Room located in the former dental 
clinic central dispensary in the John B. Macdonald Building.

The Pediatric Dental Group outside the PDG Conference Room. 
Front row (L to R): Drs. Reza Nouri, Louisa Leung, Richard 
Kramer, Anabel Chan. Back row (L to R): Drs. Edward Chin, 
Donald Scheideman, Todd Moore, Donal Flanagan, Ms. Pam 
Waller, Dr. Christian Wong. Missing: Dr. David Kennedy.

Beginning April 13, Dr. Karen Gardner hosted a two-day symposium that covered issues related 
to digital learning. Funded by a grant from the Canada California Strategic Initiative Project, the 
symposium was attended by faculty from the University of British Columbia, University of Alberta, 
University of Saskatchewan and the University of California San Francisco, as well as representatives 
from the Canadian Dental Association (CDA), the British Columbia Dental Association (BCDA) and 
the College of Dental Surgeons of British Columbia (CDSBC).

Designed on sound educational theory, the symposium presented digital learning as a beneficial format 
for the lifelong learning needs of practising dentists. This was accomplished through active participation 
in a two-week online learning session involving blogs, wikis, webinars and quizzes, followed by a two-
day face-to-face session comprised of lectures, active learning and hands-on exercises.

Following this successful endeavour, Gardner along with Drs. Jolanta Aleksejūnienė and Hsing Chi 
von Bergmann will collaborate with the CDSBC and the BCDA to design a province-wide initiative 
to bring digital lifelong learning to dentists throughout the province.

Symposium attendees involved in online learning and hands-on exercises.

Graduation Class 2010
June 1, 2010, marked the 42nd class of graduates 
from UBC Dentistry. This year, 94 people graduated 
across all programs. Here is a look at the numbers:

DMD

BDSc 
(Dental Hygiene)

MSc

MSc/Dip. Perio.

PhD

 1 5 10 15 20 25 30

These figures are compilations based on current records.

FEMALE 
MALE

undergraduate years explored, via the Faculty’s 
international programs, the possibility of 
international oral health promotion. She had 
an opportunity to witness the oral health care 
challenges in resource-poor and less-developed 
Vietnam. “The personal needs of the people, 
stemming from the unawareness of the basics of 
oral health and information about oral cancer, 
motivated me to open my heart to the people 
of Vietnam,” Priebe says. She also found the 
inspiration to study more: “I made contact with 
Dr. Jolanta Aleksejūnienė, assistant professor 
in Dentistry, who agreed to be my academic 
and extremely capable supervisor and who 
was not intimidated by international research.” 
Priebe undertook her studies and research as a 
graduate student from 2003 to 2009.

Her research reflects UBC’s 2010 goals 
of global citizenship, scholarship and the 
promotion of the values of a civil and 
sustainable society. The partnership between 
UBC and the university and oncology hospital 
in Ho Chi Minh City provided an opportunity 
to research advanced oral pathology that is 
highly prevalent in Asian populations. 

Priebe anticipates that her six-year study results 
and discussion will influence social policy 
changes by the government of Vietnam. This 

Dental hygienist and UBC alumna Sherry 
Priebe, BDSc 2003, MSc 2009, is at the top 
of her profession—she has recently been 
awarded the World Dental Hygienist Award 
in the research category by the International 
Federation of Dental Hygienists. Established 
by the Sunstar Foundation for Oral Health 
Promotion, the award recognizes dental 
hygienists who make a great contribution to 
the dental community, their profession or to 
the general public.

Priebe, who practises dental hygiene in Kelowna, 
BC, was recognized for her graduate research 
into cultural risk habits regarding oral health 
and oral cancer in Vietnam (see citation in the 

“Awards and Recognition” section on page 8). 
She collaborated with an oncology hospital in 
Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam, and UBC.

Priebe completed a Bachelor of Dental Science 
(Dental Hygiene) in 2003 from UBC’s Dental 
Hygiene Degree Program and during her 

UBC Alumna 
Receives World Dental 

Hygienist Award 

Sherry Priebe (R) receives the prestigious World Dental 
Hygienist Award in research at the International Symposium 
on Dental Hygiene 2010 this past July in Glasgow, Scotland.

will bring significant benefits to the oral cancer 
patients of the Ho Chi Minh City oncology 
hospital, the dental community in Vietnam and 
the general public.

As an advocate, Priebe gives presentations to 
colleagues about how trends in other countries 
affect their professional lives. “The rates of 
oral cancer are increasing, and we have a 
responsibility to our patients to make them 
aware of oral risk habits as they affect global 
health.” Of her award Priebe says, “The honour 
was mine to be able to address the issue of oral 
cancer with such capable and dedicated dental 
professionals from Vietnam.”
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Digital Learning Symposium Leads 
to Province-Wide Initiative

Congratulations to all graduates in the  
Faculty of Dentistry. Find out who they are at 
www.dentistry.ubc.ca/grads
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New 
Appointments: 

Full-Time 
Faculty 

In addition to hearing about these “made 
in BC” initiatives, colleagues doing oral 
health disparities research from the USA, 
Sweden and elsewhere in Canada provided 
astute commentary on what they heard. 
They challenged the attendees to think with 

“intentionality”— that is, acknowledge there 
needs to be an intention to include, in the 
curriculum, training on how to be an advocate 
for vulnerable groups instead of assuming 
dental professionals already possess these skills 
simply because they are highly educated. They 
also contributed their own provocative research 
questions, including: Why is dental disease 
managed (and taught) as an acute disease 
rather than the chronic disease that it is? 

The visitors were Dr. Judith Albino, University 
of Colorado; Dr. Frank Licari, Midwestern 
University, Chicago; Dr. Bjorn Soderfeldt, 
Malmö University, Sweden; Dr. Phil Weinstein, 
University of Washington, Seattle; and Dr. 
Peter Cooney, Health Canada. The other 30 or 
more attendees at the workshop represented 
organized dentistry, dental education at UBC 
and community colleges, dental public health, 
low-cost dental clinics (REACH, Mid-Main and 
Eastside), graduate students and UBC faculty.

The workshop also ventured into the murky 
waters of oral health policy in search of 
common ground for communication between 
researchers and health policy-makers. John 
Millar, executive director, Population Health 
Surveillance and Disease Control Planning, 
Provincial Health Services Authority, who 
has done influential work on poverty and 
general health policy, took a spirited lead on 
this discussion. As one attendee wisely stated: 

“Research has to be applied and moved forward 
with a level of political savvy in order to be 
effective—either inside or outside the system, 
but preferably a bit of both.”

The workshop was held on June 17 and 18 
in the Irving K. Barber Learning Centre on 
campus and was funded by CIHR and the 
Faculty of Dentistry. In a follow-up e-mail 
after the workshop one attendee summarized 
the event: “Addressing the needs of the less 
fortunate is a complicated and often perplexing 
task made more challenging by the unique 
characteristics of each patient. By being aware 
of the magnitude of the problem, Drs. Harrison 
and MacEntee assembled a cast of speakers 
into a format that permitted articulation of the 
multi-faceted nature of the topic.”

“Politics is not evidence-based,” “dental 
evangelist,” “dental safety net vs. safety valve,” 

“food deserts,” “worthy and unworthy poor” 
and “garbage can models”—these catchphrases 
convey highlights of the lively dialogue at 
a recent workshop hosted by Drs. Michael 
MacEntee and Rosamund Harrison of the 
Faculty of Dentistry. 

The goal of the event, Dimensions of Dental 
Need and the Adequacy of Our Response, was to 
enhance and further develop the activities of a 
research team development grant awarded over 
two years ago to MacEntee and Harrison by the 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR). 

The original aims of the grant were to develop 
research to enhance existing dental services 
and educational programs for the poor 
and underserved in BC, and in the process, 
contribute to a reduction in oral health 
disparities in our province and beyond.

The workshop focused specifically on 
responses to oral health disparities unique 
to British Columbia, such as community-
driven clinics and community service learning 
programs for dental health professionals-in-
training. Developers and founders of some 
of these clinics and educational programs 
presented their programs as case studies. 
They also challenged those at the workshop 
with their own ideas and concerns: What is 
quality dentistry in the context of community 
service clinics? Is an extraction-only dental 
service delivering substandard care—or not? 
Questions about practice-based research 
projects included: What makes a program 
successful and sustainable? What does 
sustainability mean in this context?

Presenters represented programs as diverse 
as the Vancouver Community College Dental 
Hygiene Program, the Strathcona Community 
Dental Clinic in Vancouver, the Kelowna 
Gospel Mission Clinic and the Portland 
Community Dental Clinic in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside.

Dimensions of Dental Need and  
the Adequacy of Our Response

Mario Brondani, DDS, MSc 
(Gerontology), PhD (Dental 
Sciences), has been appointed 
assistant professor in the 
Department of Oral Health 
Sciences. The dual appointment 
is in the Division of Community 
Oral Health, as well as 

Prosthodontics and Dental Geriatrics. Dr. Brondani 
coordinates the DENT 420 PACS (Professionalism 
and Community Service) module focused on dental 
geriatrics and is pursuing a master’s degree in public 
health through the UBC School of Population and 
Public Health starting this September. His areas of 
interest for teaching, service and research include: 
dental geriatrics—development and translation 
(validity) of dental psychometric measures and 
models of oral health in old age (theoretical 
and empirical conceptualization); community 
service learning (reflective journalling and social 
responsibility awareness as approaches to enhance 
learning) and its impact upon students and the 
community they serve; and the belief system about 
the links between oral sex and oral cancer when 
human papilloma virus (HPV) is involved. Brondani 
volunteers for the local community services Boys R 
Us (a Vancouver Coastal Health and AIDS Vancouver 
partnership) and Health Initiative for Men, and he is 
taking dentistry, through PACS, to the BC Persons 
With AIDS Society.

Karen M. Campbell, DDS, 
MSc, FRCD(C), has joined 
the Department of Oral 
Health Sciences, Division 
of Pediatric Dentistry, as 
assistant professor for the 
clinical specialty graduate 
program in Pediatric Dentistry. 
Dr. Campbell received her 

Doctor of Dental Surgery from the University of 
Western Ontario (UWO) in 1982. She completed 
a combined clinical specialty/Master of Science in 
Pediatric Dentistry from the University of Toronto 
and was conferred Fellowship in the Royal College of 
Dentists of Canada in 2005. Over a 28-year dental 
career, her varied experience in pediatric dentistry 
has included community, public health and hospital 
practice, along with active involvement in all aspects 
of didactic, preclinical and clinical teaching. Campbell 
taught at the undergraduate level within the Division 
of Orthodontics and Pediatric Dentistry at the UWO 
Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry, where 
she also assumed the role of clinic director for 
the Children’s Dental Clinic in 2008. Her research 
interests are the development and validation of 
undergraduate/graduate-level teaching materials/
coursework; behaviour guidance in pediatric dentistry; 
dentoalveolar trauma: prevalence, prevention, 
treatment (emergency and follow-up care) and 
outcomes; and infant dental care/early childhood 
caries prevention.

Denise Laronde, DipDH, MSc 
(Dental Science), PhD, has 
joined the Faculty as assistant 
professor and is teaching in 
both the Dental Hygiene Degree 
Program and the DMD program. 
Dr. Laronde is a member of 
the BC Oral Cancer Prevention 

Program (BC OCPP)—an oral cancer research group. 
She is involved in developing strategies to facilitate 
oral cancer screening activities within community 
dental clinics, as well as clinical research in high-risk 
clinics (dysplasia and oral cancer) at the Vancouver 
and Fraser Valley sites of the BC Cancer Agency. 
As a dental hygienist, she plays an important role 
in studying clinical risk factors, including the value 
of adjunctive visual tools such as toluidine blue and 
fluorescence visualization to help identify high-risk 
lesions. Laronde plans to continue her research with 
the BC OCPP and hopes to develop dental hygiene 
research while at UBC. 

Caroline Tram Nguyen, DMD, 
MS, has joined the Department 
of Oral Health Sciences, 
Division of Prosthodontics and 
Dental Geriatrics, as assistant 
professor for the clinical 
specialty graduate program in 
Prosthodontics. Dr. Nguyen 
received her Doctor of Dental 

Medicine from the University of Montreal in 2006 and 
her Master of Science and Certificate in Advanced 
Education in Prosthodontics from the Baltimore 
College of Dental Surgery, University of Maryland, 
in 2009. She is a Fellow of the American Board of 
Prosthodontics and Fellow Elect in Prosthodontics 
of the Royal College of Dentists of Canada. She 
has taught as clinical instructor at the University 
of Maryland and was recently appointed Fellow 
in Maxillofacial Prosthetics and Dental Oncology 
at the University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center. She is currently a reviewer for the Journal 
of Prosthodontics and her research interests are in 
biomaterials and oral cancer rehabilitation.

Benjamin Pliska, DDS, 
MS, FRCD(C), has joined 
the Department of Oral 
Health Sciences, Division of 
Orthodontics, as assistant 
professor to teach in the clinical 
specialty graduate program 
in Orthodontics. Dr. Pliska 

received his Doctor of Dental Surgery degree from 
the University of Western Ontario in 2005, and his 
Certificate in Orthodontics and Master of Science in 
Dentistry in 2007 from the University of Minnesota. 
Prior to his arrival at UBC, Pliska held an appointment 
of clinical assistant professor in the Division of 
Orthodontics at the University of Minnesota, with 
teaching responsibilities in both the predoctoral and 
graduate orthodontic programs. Pliska looks forward 
to working with the dental faculty on its mission 
of excellence in instruction, research and service 
through its new graduate programs.

Dr. Mario Brondani

Dr. Karen M. 
Campbell

Dr. Denise Laronde

Dr. Caroline Tram 
Nguyen

Dr. Benjamin Pliska
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RECIPIENT	 AWARD/RECOGNITION

Dr. Mario Brondani, Assistant Professor Attendance at the 19th World Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics, July 2009, Paris, France, BC Network for Aging Research

Dr. Donald M. Brunette, Professor Honorary PhD, Nippon Dental University

Dr. Jeffrey Coil, Assistant Professor and Chair, Division of Endodontics Inducted into the American College of Dentists as a new Fellow, October 2009 

Dr. Virginia M. Diewert, Professor and Head, Department of Inducted into the American College of Dentists as a new Fellow, October 2009 
 Oral Health Sciences 

Dr. Rosamund Harrison, Professor and Chair, Division of 2010 3M ESPE – ACFD National Dental Teaching Award, Association of Canadian Faculties of Dentistry 
 Pediatric Dentistry 

Pauline Imai, Clinical Assistant Professor Canadian Dental Hygienists Association Symposium Bursary 2010, in participation with Proctor and Gamble

Dr. Denise Laronde, Assistant Professor Graduate Student Researcher of the Year Award, Biomedical Physiology and Kinesiology, Simon Fraser University

Dr. Christopher M. Overall, Professor and Canada Research Chair in Chair, Proteolytic Enzymes & Their Inhibitors, Gordon Research Conference, May 2010, Lucca (Barga), Italy 
 Metalloproteinase Proteomics and Systems Biology

Dr. Sang Wan Shin, Visiting Professor, ELDERS Group  Inducted into the Asian Academy of Osseointegration as Co-president, December 2009  
  Inducted into the International College of Prosthodontists as Co-president, January 2010

Dr. David Sweet OC, Professor Canadian Dental Association Honorary Membership

Dr. Christopher Zed, Clinical Associate Professor and Associate Inducted into the American College of Dentists as a new Fellow, October 2009 
 Dean, Strategic and External Affairs; Head, Postgraduate  
 and Hospital Programs 

Dr. Hiroko Tsuda, Postdoctoral Fellow, Dental Sleep Medicine Group Best Graduate Student Poster Award for “A Correlation Between Two Pediatric Sleep Disordered Breathing Questionnaires and  
  Craniofacial Morphology in Children” (Tsuda H, Almeida F, Fastlicht S, Chen H, Lowe A), American Academy of Dental Sleep Medicine

Yi Yang, PhD 2010, Postdoctoral Fellow, St. Paul’s Hospital Second Prize – Transplantation Grand Challenge, BC Transplant and Canadian Institutes of Health Research – Training Program  
  in Transplantation

Ajit Auluck, PhD candidate Dr. James L. Leake Student Bursary to attend the 2010 Canadian Association of Public Health Dentistry Conference Annual General  
  Meeting, June 2010, Toronto, Ontario 

Leeann Donnelly, PhD candidate First Prize – J. Morita Junior Investigator Award (predoctoral category) for the best poster in geriatric oral research, International  
  Association of Dental Research General Session, July 2010, Barcelona, Spain

Bruce Wallace, PhD candidate Dr. James L. Leake Student Bursary to attend the 2010 Canadian Association of Public Health Dentistry Conference Annual General  
  Meeting, June 2010, Toronto, Ontario

Yanshuang (Cheery) Xie, PhD candidate Skin Research Training Award, Canadian Institutes of Health Research

Angela Demeter, MSc/Dip Perio candidate Selected to represent UBC at the Nobel Biocare Global Symposium, June 2010, New York City, New York, Nobel Biocare Canada Inc.

Dimitrios Karastathis, MSc/Dip Perio candidate Selected to represent UBC at the Nobel Biocare Global Symposium, June 2010, New York City, New York, Nobel Biocare Canada Inc.

Zul Kanji, MSc candidate Canadian Dental Hygienists Association Outstanding Research Award 2010, in participation with Proctor and Gamble

Sherry Priebe, BDSc 2003, MSc 2009 World Dental Hygienist Award, research category (2010), for “Oral Squamous Cell Carcinoma and Cultural Risk Habits in Vietnam”  
  (Priebe S, Aleksejūniene J, Zed C, Dharamsi S, Thinh DHQ, Hong NT, Cuc TTK, Thao NTP), International Federation of Dental  
  Hygienists, with support from the Sunstar Foundation for Oral Health Promotion

Jaesung Seo, MSc candidate 2010 Korean Honor Scholarship, Korean Honor Scholarship Committee (chaired by the Ambassador of the Republic of Korea to the USA)

Darlene Tam, MSc candidate First Place, Senior Clinical Research Category, attendance at the American Association for Dental Research/Canadian Association for  
  Dental Research Annual Meeting, March 2010, Washington, DC, Canadian Association for Dental Research and the Canadian Institutes  
  of Health Research – Institute of Musculoskeletal Health and Arthritis

Scott Martyna, DMD 2012 candidate Year-Two Outstanding Poster Award for “The Roles of Wnt6 and Wnt4 in Intramembranous Bone Formation,” Medical Undergraduate  
  Society and the UBC Medical Journal

Evan Weins, DMD 2012 candidate Pierre Fauchard Academy Foundation Annual Scholarship Award for “Alterations in Tissue Autofluorescence Using Spectroscopy in  
  High-Risk Oral Lesions,” Canadian Dental Association/Dentsply Student Clinician Research Program

Joyce Wong, Trainee, Network for Oral Research Training and Anita Roberts Award for “Wound Healing in Oral Mucosa Results in Reduced Scar Formation as Compared to Skin: Evidence From 
 Health (NORTH) at the Laboratory of Periodontal Biology, the Red Duroc Pig Model and Humans” (Wong JW, Gallant-Behm C, Wiebe C, Mak K, Hart DA, Larjava H, Häkkinen L), Wound 
 University of British Columbia, and MD candidate,  Healing Society 
 University of Alberta

Faculty of Dentistry External Awards and Recognition in 2009 – 2010

Dr. Donald M. Brunette, professor of oral 
biology, was awarded an honorary PhD degree 
from Nippon Dental University (NDU) on 
June 1, 2010, at NDU’s anniversary ceremony.

Dr. Brunette, who is also former head of the 
departments of Oral Biology and of Oral 
Biological and Medical Sciences, as well as 
former associate dean of Research and Graduate 
Studies, was honoured for his work in dental 
research and education. The award reflects 
the close cooperation between UBC and NDU, 
which first established a formal relationship in 
1987 under the guidance of then deans George 
Beagrie (UBC) and Sen Nakahara (NDU). They 
initiated a program in 1988, which continues to 
the present, whereby UBC and NDU students 
visit each others’ campuses.

Brunette is a founding member of the Medical 
Research Council (MRC) Group in Periodontal 
Physiology, based at the University of Toronto. 
He has published over 100 articles in refereed 
journals and 16 chapters in books, has authored 
Critical Thinking: Understanding and Evaluating 
Dental Research, and has co-edited Titanium 
in Medicine. He has won awards from the 
International Association of Dental Research, 
the Association of Canadian Faculties of 
Dentistry (W.W. Wood Teaching Award) and 

Dr. Donald Brunette 
Receives Honorary 
Degree From Japanese 
University

the American Medical Writers Association (for 
the first edition of Critical Thinking). Brunette’s 
research has been continuously supported by 
the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and 
its forerunner, the Medical Research Council 
of Canada, for over 30 years. His work has 
encompassed several fields, including citation 
analysis and clinical studies of breath odour, 
but is mainly concerned with cell–biomaterial 
interactions, and in particular, with the effects of 
surface topography on cell behaviour. Brunette 
serves as a consultant to three biomaterial-
related journals, as well as to the American 
Dental Association’s Council on Scientific Affairs. 
He has also been a member, chair or scientific 
officer of grant evaluation committees for the 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research and the 
National Science Foundation (US).

The honorary PhD is highly valued in Japan 
and throughout Asia and is conferred through 
a rigorous selection process. Nippon Dental 
University is the first government-approved 
dental school in Japan. Founded in 1907, 
NDU is the world’s largest dental school 
and graduates one out of seven Japanese 
dentists. Brunette’s honorary PhD is only 
the 13th awarded by NDU. In his address at 
the ceremony, Nakahara—now university 
president—emphasized the importance of 
Brunette’s book Critical Thinking, which has 
been translated into Japanese.

Stay Connected to UBC Dentistry 
Visit www.dentistry.ubc.ca/news 
Subscribe to the RSS news feed at www.dentistry.ubc.ca/rss 
Follow news on Twitter @ubcdentistry (http://twitter.com/ubcdentistry) 
Read or download past issues of Impressions at www.dentistry.ubc.ca/impressions

Dr. Rosamund Harrison (3rd L), winner of the 
2010 3M ESPE – ACFD National Dental Teaching 
Award, pictured with previous winners of the 
award from UBC Dentistry: Dr. Joanne Walton 
(L) (2002), Dr. Leandra Best (2nd L) (2007) and 
Prof. Bonnie Craig (2005).

Dr. David Sweet OC (R) receives his Honorary 
Membership award from Dr. Don Friedlander, 
past-president, Canadian Dental Association. 

Dr. Donald Brunette (R) receives an honorary degree from  
Dr. Sen Nakahara, president of Nippon Dental University.

Evan Weins (DMD 2012 candidate) receives the 
Pierre Fauchard Academy Foundation Annual 
Scholarship Award at a reception on May 30, 
2010, from Dr. Barry Dolman (L), chair, Pierre 
Fauchard Academy Canada, and Dr. Tom 
Breneman (R), Canadian trustee, Pierre Fauchard 
Academy International.
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Keep up-to-date on all awards and achievements—
including annual Dean’s Night, Graduation and 
Teaching awards—at www.dentistry.ubc.ca/awards
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Patient Presentation

· A 45-year-old Chinese-Canadian female

· Referred for evaluation of a mildly painful, non-healing socket of six months duration

· Site initially healed following extraction; then mucosa opened, leading to the onset 
 of symptoms

· Tooth extracted at the site due to advanced periodontal disease

· Past medical history includes cervicogenic headache, chronic fatigue syndrome and  
 myofascial pain disorder

This patient comes to your office (see text box on facing page). You have never seen 

anything like this before. What do you do to manage this patient’s problem? 

Occasionally in general dental practice a patient will present with unfamiliar signs 

or symptoms for which the dentist may have difficulty finding a clinical diagnosis and 

treatment framework. The dentist could refer the patient to a specialist, but without 

a reasonable differential diagnosis (possible diagnoses), determining the appropriate 

specialist referral may also be difficult. And for the patient, seeing a specialist could lead 

to significant expense in time and money. Critically evaluating a patient’s signs and 

symptoms is a key skill—and an important outcome for dental curriculum.

PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING

CLASSICAL ANTIQUITY 
COMES OF AGE
BY TERRY WINTONYK 

WITH FILES FROM LEANDRA BEST, NANCY BLACK, CHARLES SHULER, JOANNE WALTON
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and reasoning—drawing from all experiences 
and disciplines—to understand a question and 
to achieve a solution. Small-group discussion 
was a primary method of learning. 

Teacher-centred, discipline-specific, large-
lecture-hall styles of knowledge delivery— 
which have become known as “traditional”—
are a relatively recent development in 
educational instruction. This approach only 
became dominant in the latter half of the 
20th century, when large numbers of military 
veterans with post-secondary education 
benefits flooded universities. It was a cost-
effective solution that delivered large volumes 
of university graduates, but the pedagogical 
approach did not help graduates develop 
critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

A response to this educational shortcoming 
first arose in medicine 30 years ago, when 
McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario, 
introduced a problem-based learning 
curriculum. The PBL pedagogy has now 
become an established model for educating 
not only physicians, but also dentists, lawyers, 
engineers and pharmacists, to name just a few.

Dr. Nancy Black, DENT 430 and 440 General 
Dentistry module coordinator, oversees the 
delivery of PBL in the last two years of the 
DMD program. Even though she was trained 
in what is referred to as the “traditional 
lecture-based UBC dental program,” she is a 
strong advocate of the PBL pedagogy. “I see 
that PBL provides opportunities for students 
to practise professional skills early in their 
dental education,” she says. Black, who has 
worked extensively with Best on reviewing 
and refreshing the PBL curriculum content 
for Dentistry, understands the importance 

Dr. Nancy Black (L) and Dr. Leandra Best.

Today’s learners in dentistry are faced with a 
rapid explosion of scientific information. A 
patient’s clinical presentation must be coupled 
with up-to-date information in order to 
provide the latest advances in patient care. 
Additionally, patients today arrive in dental 
offices armed with Web-based information, 
which dentists need to analyze.

The UBC DMD curriculum has been designed 
to help students develop professional skills 
for handling clinical circumstances such as 
those seen in the case scenario given above. 
The curriculum makes extensive use of 
problem-based learning (PBL), a pedagogy 
that prepares graduates to use critical and 
analytical thinking to assess, diagnose and 
manage complex cases. Throughout their 

careers, UBC dental alumni will utilize these 
skills to significantly benefit their patients. 

According to Dr. Joanne Walton, the Faculty’s 
associate dean for Academic and Student Affairs, 
UBC Dentistry made the decision in 1995 
to embark upon its hybrid PBL curriculum, 
utilizing the best of both small-group student-
centred learning and expert lectures. Dentistry 
has continued to develop the pedagogy ever 
since. So far, 10 DMD classes having graduated 
with PBL experience. “The differences in 
students’ communication skills and comfort 
in questioning conventional wisdom were 
apparent with the first class,” says Walton. 

“We’ve seen what other PBL-based schools have 
seen: that our graduates do as well or better 
on national board exams and demonstrate 
clinical skills equivalent to grads of traditional 
programs, but they’re more comfortable in 
team environments, and with research and 
communication skills. PBL isn’t just about the 

content, although that’s clearly crucial; it’s also 
about the process of learning.” 

Back in 1997, the UBC Faculty of Dentistry 
collaborated with the Faculty of Medicine to 
incorporate problem-based learning into their 
respective curricula. Since those first classes of 
MD and DMD students learning together via 
PBL, UBC Dentistry has established a name for 
itself as a leader in dental curriculum design 
and an international resource for educational 
approaches that meet the expectations society 
now has for their dentists.

According to Dr. Leandra Best, a clinical 
assistant professor in the UBC Faculty of 
Dentistry who serves as the years one and two 
DMD curriculum coordinator, a dentist is 

now considered to be a “comprehensive oral 
physician.” In reflecting on the outcomes of 
UBC’s dental education, it is important to 
ask two questions: “What is a dentist?” and 

“What skills are necessary to be a competent 
beginning dentist?” Best hears similar answers 
to both questions: in addition to being 
technically skilled and highly knowledgeable 
in head and neck anatomy, a dentist is capable 
of reflection and self-evaluation and performs 
many other roles. These roles include being an 
effective communicator, teacher, collaborator, 
team leader and player, health advocate, critical 
evaluator, problem solver and lifelong learner. 

A Return to Socratic Inquiry
Inherent in problem-based learning are the 
concepts of inquiry and participation. These 
concepts reach back more than 2,500 years to 
the teaching methods of the Greek philosopher 
Socrates. He required his students to use logic CA
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valuable skills for use in clinical team 
settings. In addition to direct oral and 
written feedback from the tutor, student 
self-, peer- and group-assessment exercises 
enrich the learning experience. These student 
exercises range from discussions to student 
self-assessment portfolios. Strengths and 
areas requiring improvement are identified 
through the assessment processes, and 
students are provided with faculty support 
for remediation when necessary. While 
the content learned in PBL cases is tested 
in discipline-specific examinations, this 
continuous assessment reinforces the  
PBL process and the acquisition of 
professional skills.

Tutor Training
Best, who is a 2007 3M – ESPE ACFD 
National Teaching Award winner, is involved 
in UBC-wide faculty development workshops 
at the Centre for Teaching and Academic 
Growth (TAG), the Faculty of Medicine 
and the UBC Campus PBL Network. She 
has developed UBC Dentistry’s PBL Tutor 
Training Workshop, along with the concept 
of the “4-R Tutor.” The 4-R tutor Respects 
students and encourages students to respect 
each other; Reinforces balanced participation, 
including active listening and participation, 
critical thinking and independent study; 
Reviews by encouraging students to review 
key points of the case through summarization, 
diagrams, flow charts and lists; and Resists the 
temptation to teach/lecture, but pushes the 
students to the edge of their knowledge with 
questions that facilitate the education process. 

Black acknowledges that the last “R”—resisting 

the temptation to teach or lecture—is a 
difficult concept for beginning tutors to 
adopt and admits she had to overcome this 
temptation when she first started tutoring. 
She readily recognized, however, that a tutor-
centred approach inhibited opportunities for 
students to develop their own skills. 

Since the tutors’ understanding of the “4-R 
Tutor” concept and the PBL assessment 
process is essential to the development of 
successful student outcomes, Best and Black 
feel that proper tutor training, regular support 
meetings and workshops are crucial. 

Peer Facilitators in PBL
In May 2009, Best and Black conducted 
a successful pilot project, in conjunction 
with UBC Faculty of Medicine, to study the 
effectiveness of peer facilitation in second-
year PBL groups. The promising results led 
to the implementation of the Roaming Tutor 
Group Facilitation Model for third-year dental 
students in September 2009. Taking tutors out 
of the facilitator role—a bold step—and into 
an observational role to rotate [roam] among 
the student groups places the students in a 
mature, responsible position to self-monitor and 
self-direct their learning. The aim is to promote 

ORAL HEALTH EXPERT

PROFESSIONAL

HEALTH 
ADVOCATE

COMMUNICATOR

MANAGER

SCHOLAR COLLABORATOR

integrity in a profession that has the privilege of 
self-regulation. 

Effectiveness of PBL
Black states that PBL “provides a systematic 
approach for evaluating a problem and that new 
graduates have a cognitive method to assess and 
diagnose a broad range of clinical presentations.” 

And Best is motivated by seeing students 
inspired to learn. “PBL satisfies all of the 
key principles of learning such as active 
participation, critical thinking, problem 

solving and feedback. It’s well noted in 
research on academic outcomes that PBL 
improves the absorption, retention and recall 
of knowledge.” 

In addition to personal interviews, participation 
in a PBL group is now incorporated into the 
admissions process as part of Dentistry’s 
two-day Open House for applicants. Successful 
applicants are thus informed about PBL and 
better prepared to excel in this learning 
environment. Best says of the dental students’ 
accomplishments by the end of their four 
years in the UBC DMD program: “Students 
appear to be better thinkers; they are self-
motivated, self-directed problem solvers who 

Patient problems are used as a context for 
learning basic science, behavioural science, 
clinical science and problem-solving skills. 
Students are presented with problems—PBL 
cases—that resemble patient presentations 
in the real world. Typically, a PBL case 
progressively discloses information. Best 
elaborates: “Over three group sessions, 
students identify problems, determine 
hypotheses, identify what they already know, 
identify what they need to know, learn it, 
discuss the research and evidence, and present 
a solution or case management strategy.” (See 
sidebar on page 14.) At the end of each case, a 
list of key case objectives is given to reassure 
students they have covered what they needed 
to learn. The intent is to encourage and 
develop professional skills in communication, 

accountability, teamwork, reflection, reasoning, 
problem solving and critical thinking. 

The atmosphere in a PBL tutorial is energized 
yet focused, respectful and self-regulating. 
Students actively engage in interactive learning 
processes; they brainstorm hypotheses, read 
aloud, challenge information, ask/answer 
questions, identify learning issues and do 
self-directed homework/research. Actively 
discussing the answers to their homework in 
subsequent sessions solidifies their learning. 

Best and Black are also developing what 
they refer to as Dental Applied Learning 
Experiences (DALEs). In contrast to 
traditional PBL cases, which promote the 
discovery of new information, DALEs are 
compressed cases designed to promote the 
application of prior learning. 

of making early connections between basic 
science and practice. 

What Is PBL?
Leandra Best has years of experience in the 
use of PBL in health sciences education and 
often presents the topic of problem-based 
learning at conferences and meetings. She 
characterizes PBL as a student-driven approach 
that promotes the development of professional 
skills and trains students to become self-directed, 
lifelong learners. The teacher—referred to as 
the “tutor”—is a facilitator/observer who does 
not provide answers or information. Students 
may be provided with guiding questions 
that gently steer the students’ inquiry. In 
PBL, metacognitive (thoughtful, reflective) 

Reflection and Assessment 
Reinforces Competencies
In 1994, organized dentistry, led by the 
Association of Canadian Faculties of Dentistry 
(ACFD), established Competencies for a 
Beginning Dental Practitioner in Canada. 
This document described the knowledge, 
skills and values a beginning practitioner 
was expected to demonstrate. In 2005, the 
document was updated and refined into a list 
of 47 competencies that now form the basis for 
accreditation of dental curricula across Canada. 

Best says that the PBL pedagogy helps students 
develop many of these competencies. She 
points out that “Problem Based Learning is 
Practice Based Learning.” By mirroring the 

questions are modelled to enhance deeper 
learning. Some of these questions are: Do 
you know what you need to know? What 
information do you need to consider such 
possibilities? Do you know where you can go 
to get some information about this topic? How 
do you know this information is reliable?

“Full participation by students is crucial; it’s the 
key component in a PBL session,” Best affirms. 

“The more students put into it, the more they get 
out of it.” As a second-year PBL student stated, 

“You have to learn it for yourself; you have to 
experience it to believe how good it is.”

UBC Dentistry’s PBL student learning groups 
include one tutor and seven to nine students. 
The groups are reorganized on a regular basis, 
ensuring that students have a chance to work 
with everyone in their class, as well as with 
various tutors. 

clinical reasoning and sound judgment that 
future graduates will be practising for the next 
40-odd years and by encouraging the critical 
evaluation of information, PBL helps prepare 
new dentists to use the best available evidence 
to treat their patients. The professional skills 
that are being developed in PBL should be 
carried into the students’ future practice 
careers. Regularly assessing students in these 
skills emphasizes their importance.

Best and Black are immersed in developing 
rigorous assessment processes in Dentistry’s 
PBL curriculum. In fact, their assessment form 
has attracted international interest at PBL 
conferences. “Our PBL assessment criteria are 
used to provide students with formative and 
summative feedback,” says Best.  

Over the course of a year, many opportunities 
are created in PBL sessions for students to 
reflect on their own performance as well 
as that of their peers, thereby developing 
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are skilled at researching the literature. UBC 
dental alumni have reported that they’ve 
found these skills to be an asset in specialty 
graduate programs.”

“The proof of PBL’s effectiveness in a DMD 
curriculum, however, is in licensing or board 
examinations,” she says. In one study by the 
University of Southern California, PBL-track 
students scored higher in [US] national 
licensing examinations than their peers in a 
traditional curriculum. UBC students also 
perform far above the mean score on the 
Canadian National Dental Examination Board. 
In Canada, the dental students in a PBL-
based curriculum perform as well as those 
from a traditional-based curriculum, which 
repudiates any negative concerns about PBL. 

Both Best and Black stress that PBL is process 
driven—problem solving in the clinical setting. 
Graduates often cite its advantages in their 
formative years of practice. Best explains: 

“Its value in clinical practice occurs when it 
becomes second nature to ask the questions of 
inquiry when a patient presenting like the case 
given earlier walks into the office.”

The PBL skills—communication, teamwork, 
accountability, reasoning and problem solving, 
critical evaluation of information, feedback 
and reflection—are not only important 
professional skills, which DMD students and 
graduates can apply to simulation laboratories, 
seminars, projects, clinical practice and future 
study clubs; they are also important life skills 
that can be applied to many aspects of life, 
including their personal lives at home. 
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The PBL Tutorial Process

IDENTIFY PROBLEM(S)

DEVELOP HYPOTHESES

STATE MECHANISMS

INQUIRE TO PROBE DEEPER

ANALYZE DATA AND MODIFY/ELIMINATE 
CERTAIN HYPOTHESES

GENERATE LEARNING ISSUES

RESEARCH THE LEARNING ISSUES 
INDEPENDENTLY (SELF-DIRECTED STUDY)

ASSESS INFORMATION CRITICALLY

SUMMARIZE

EVALUATE

It is imperative for dentists to be aware of 
these and other new scientific advances and 
to bring these new findings into their practice 
to benefit their patients. PBL provides UBC 
graduates with the learning skills to ensure 
that their patients are always receiving state-of-
the-art treatment.

So What Is Happening With  
This 45-Year-Old Chinese-
Canadian Female Patient? 
An important point of information is that  
this patient takes an oral bisphosphonate.  
One complication of these medications is  
the development of osteonecrosis of the jaw  
(ONJ). ONJ is what developed at the site of her 
previous extraction. 

Several recent publications have shown that 
ONJ results from a microbial biofilm forming 
on the bone at the site of surgery. The ONJ 
complication can be prevented by controlling 
the biofilm forming on the bone at the time 
of the extraction. There is recent literature, 
published in 2008 and 2009, which helps 
explain the etiology of ONJ, and importantly, 
UBC faculty members have been key 
contributors to this literature.1-3 

The 7th International Conference on 
PROBLEM-BASED LEARNING 
(PBL) IN DENTISTRY
ELEMENTS OF A SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM

September 2011
Vancouver | Whistler 
British Columbia, Canada
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UBC Dentistry Research Day 2011 
DIGNITY AND QUALITY OF LIFE 
FOR A FRAIL POPULATION
Tuesday, January 25, 2011 
UBC Student Union Building Ballroom  

Research Day 2011 is pleased to highlight the research 
being done by several members of UBC’s ELDERS 
(Elders Link with Dental Education, Research and 
Service) Group, a multidisciplinary team that draws on 
expertise from many faculties.

The frail—those typically over 75 with physical or 
mental disabilities that interfere with independent 
daily activity—receive almost no attention in today’s 
youth-skewed culture. Attention to oral health is 
possibly the most neglected medical concern in this 
population; however, if a senior’s dental needs remain 
unattended, whether a result of tooth decay or poor 
hygiene, serious oral and medical problems can occur.

The Faculty of Dentistry is honoured to include 
presentations on this pressing concern from a diverse 
and complementary group of full-time faculty, along 
with Dr. Lynn Beattie and Hamber Visiting Professor 
Dr. Asuman Kiyak. Beattie is professor emeritus, UBC 
Department of Medicine, Division of Geriatric Medicine, 
and Kiyak is professor and director of the Institute on 
Aging at the University of Washington, Seattle.

Schedule of Events: www.dentistry.ubc.ca/researchday

UBC DENTISTRY 2199 Wesbrook Mall Vancouver BC Canada V6T 1Z3 · dentistry.ubc.ca/pbl2011 



Ahead of the Wave 
in Community Engagement
PREPARING A NEW GENERATION OF DENTISTS

BY HEATHER CONN

The PACS coursework, which began as an 
integrated program in 2007, is the only 
required curriculum woven through each year 
of UBC Dentistry’s four-year undergraduate 
program. Whether it’s hearing an alcoholic 
discuss his addiction and recovery, a 
transgendered guest share the discomfort 
of discrimination, or portraying a healthy 
tooth and bacteria as a superhero and villain 
in a play for elementary schoolchildren, 
the PACS curriculum offers students far 
more than just clinical skills learned in a 
controlled, on-campus setting. “We can make 
a difference in the community and in our 
future dentists’ minds and attitudes,” says 
Dr. Jolanta Aleksejūnienė, UBC assistant 
professor of dentistry and head of preventive 
and community dentistry. “Our students are 
learning the context of patients who are not 
like them.”

Such memorable scenes, which could evoke 
a gritty career in social work, are a vital part 
of UBC Dentistry’s Professionalism and 
Community Service (PACS) program. This 
dynamic model combines classroom learning 
with community-based outreach initiatives 
to promote oral health and care, meet 
community needs and goals, and develop 
mutually beneficial, sustainable partnerships. 
Because the program responds directly to 
real-life needs in disadvantaged areas with 
socially stigmatized groups, some students say 
it’s the most meaningful and fulfilling learning 
they’ve ever had.

A young First Nations boy at an East Vancouver school receives a free toothbrush from 
visiting dental students and tells them: “For the first time in my life, I have my own.” A 
patient, high on crack cocaine, arrives at a Downtown Eastside dental clinic in severe pain 
and receives compassionate care from a UBC student. A guest dentist, who attempted 
suicide, discusses with a small group of students how to recognize stress and seek support 
and treatment for depression.

Professionalism and Community Service program core faculty members (L to R): Dr. Larry Rossoff, Dr. Jolanta Aleksejūnienė 
and Dr. Mario Brondani.
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learning model that combines clinical skills 
and community service in innovative ways. 

Community engagement is a core part of UBC 
Dentistry’s mission statement—“to advance 
oral health through outstanding education, 
research and community service”—and 
reflects the university’s goals as a whole. The 
UBC strategic plan Place and Promise strives 
to lead “in fostering student, faculty, staff 
and alumni engagement within the wider 
community” and to “stimulate action for 
positive change.” Rossoff says: “We’re very 
much ahead of the wave in that regard.” 

To keep their program sustainable, PACS 
faculty members seek grants or possible future 
government partnerships; current funding 
comes from UBC Dentistry. As of September 
2010, dental hygiene students will have joined 
PAC’s third-year curriculum. As faculty 
look ahead to celebrate the program’s first 
graduation class in 2011, they invite dentists to 
get involved in program activities as tutors and 
volunteer supervisors and to add special-needs 
patients to their client base. 

Rossoff says the PACS faculty members are all 
pleased to see their program as an integral part 
of UBC Dentistry’s strategic plan, providing 
health promotion planning and ongoing care 
and maintenance to previously unreachable 
populations such as aboriginal communities, 
the working poor, the elderly and the 
institutionalized. Along with the students, he 
adds that the faculty also cherish what he 
calls “wow moments” in this rewarding work. 
Rossoff admits: “When someone says: ‘If it 
wasn’t for you, I wouldn’t have a smile,’ that 
tugs at you.”

Social Responsibility and  
PACS Sustainability 
The PACS activities, which occur “outside 
our fairly small bubble that includes mostly 
academics, instructors and 20-somethings” as 
one young participant put it, have inspired 
students to volunteer at free community 
dental clinics held on Saturdays. Since January 
last year, roughly half of the students in the 
entire faculty have been involved in 18 such 
clinics started by UBC Dentistry. “It bodes well 
for the future,” says Rossoff. “The students are 
doing that on top of everything else.” 

The three faculty members who oversee 
PACS have a long-standing passion for social 
responsibility and community service. Rossoff, 
who spent 28 years as a dentist experienced in 
institutional care, is a fourth-generation dentist 
whose role models passed down their love of 
giving back to others. Brondani has volunteered 
for years in long-term care in Brazil and most 
recently at AIDS Vancouver and at Boys R Us, 
Vancouver’s food and information program for 
male sex trade workers. Aleksejūnienė spent 18 
years as a dentist in public clinics, eight years in a 
community dentistry department in Europe, and 
has a comprehensive background in population-
based health promotion and research.

Partially inspired by UBC Dentistry’s 
involvement in a medical–dental course called 
DPAS (Doctor, Patient and Society), PACS 
began with themes of holistic inquiry, critical 
thinking and a meld of clinical science with 
social sciences and humanities. However, it 
took the commitment and vision of Rossoff, 
Brondani, Aleksejūnienė and other faculty 
members to transform this into an engaging  

Compelling, real-life themes: From domestic 
abuse to HIV issues, PACS boldly faces 
community realities that add texture to the 
curriculum, says Rossoff. In his words: “We 
continue on with themes that major dental 
schools don’t even broach.” 

A novel way of teaching ethics: Rather than 
present dry, textbook examples, PACS has first-
year students role-play with professional actors 
who skillfully try to tempt them into unethical 
choices, whether it’s cheating on an exam or 
allowing a tipsy dentist to perform emergency 
care. “We’re putting students on the hot seat in 
uncomfortable situations,” says Rossoff. “We 
wanted to make it as impactful as possible.”

The three-week ethics module is one of the 
highlights of the year, he says, and plans are 
underway to have fourth-year students respond 
to the same scenarios with more knowledgeable 
results to convey “a wonderful experience of 
their growth as a person and professional.” 

Focus on managing the disease rather than on 
treating the symptoms: Aleksejūnienė who was 
born in Lithuania, has worked extensively in 
Europe, where preventive oral health models 
are strong. Unlike other community services 
that stress treatment of disease, the PACS 
program educates patients of all ages in an oral-
health-related lifestyle, which helps them avoid 
serious conditions and costly dental treatments.

of last week, I was able to discuss oral health 
topics with a grade two student and a 60-year-
old . . . I found it exciting to get a glimpse at 
the diversity in people that I will work with in 
my future practice.”

Dr. Larry Rossoff, clinical assistant professor in 
UBC Dentistry, stresses the program’s thematic 
thrust: “PACS emphasizes the responsibility 
we each have as a professional and as a global 
citizen to give back to the community when we 
can. We provide service to people who otherwise 
would have no access to dental care.”

The communities served by the PACS program 
appear to appreciate its grassroots, caring 
approach. One patient who previously had no 
faith in health care providers learned to trust 
people again after his interaction with UBC 
dental students. Students report that those in 
the dental chair have sometimes started out 
edgy and irritated, only to end up laughing with 
a PACS undergraduate who put them at ease. 
Overall, the program’s word-of-mouth success 
has prompted some schools in low-income 
neighbourhoods and other sites to contact UBC 
Dentistry to address their dental needs.

One elementary-level teacher at eastside 
Macdonald School, which has mostly First 
Nations children, reported: “The dental 
students are so great with the kids! . . . They 
know how to talk to kids and keep the message 
simple . . . It’s encouraging to see a group come 
in who’s right on the money! It’s a valuable 
program—our kids are learning lots.”

A rich, multidisciplinary environment enables 
students to learn from diverse faculty, from 
social workers to pediatricians. Each academic 
year, all students, in groups of five to eight, 
provide supervised community service 
with the help of a tutor in an average of six 
locations in the following service areas:

First year: Students plan, develop, 
implement and evaluate oral health education 
projects at different sites, mainly in low-
income neighbourhoods.

Second year: They focus on geriatric patients 
in long-term care facilities.

Third year: They provide hands-on 
service in inner-city schools, such as oral 
hygiene instruction, fluoride treatment 
applications and making sports mouthguards 
for schoolchildren.

Fourth year: Students care for special-needs 
patients, from psychiatric hospital residents to 
children with disabilities receiving rehabilitation.

The PACS program requires dental students 
to submit a variety of assignments, including 
written reflections about their exposure to 
underserved and underprivileged groups. Not 
surprisingly, many comments are heartfelt and 
earnest: “It really made me feel like I was part 
of something important”; “I cannot thank you 
enough for this wonderful experience”; “Today, 
I learned more about sexual diversity than I 
have ever learned before . . . I have come to 
love these PACS sessions and sometimes wish 
I could have one every day”; “I am proud to be 
part of our program”; “It was so great to see 
the young students get excited about the topics 
we brought to the class”; “Within just two days 

PACS Unique in Its Field 
Both students and faculty agree that the PACS 
program teaches powerful “human” aspects of 
dentistry, from communication skills to cultural 
sensitivity, which can remain with a student for 
a lifetime. Beyond this mandate, community 
representatives and other dental faculties praise 
the PACS curriculum as unique in its field, 
providing the following stand-out characteristics.

Comprehensive planning and collaborative 
interaction: Before starting a community 
service program in their first year, UBC dental 
students do simulation activities to prepare 
for what they will encounter. They tour the 
location and talk to staff and site coordinators 
about on-site needs and expectations. They 
conduct a situational analysis, which helps 
them understand the audience profile; this can 
include a survey and/or interviews. Overall, 
this process enables students to gain a deeper 
understanding of the community and its needs. 

Says Rossoff: “The University of Southern 
California has an outstanding community 
program, yet when they look at our planning 
and what we do to prepare our students, they 
marvel. They tell us we’re preparing our 
students much better than they do.”

Some dental schools treat community 
service more like a sink-or-swim experiment, 
using a location as an impersonal lab where 
students are expected to learn as they go, 
without training or briefing. Assistant 
professor Dr. Mario Brondani remembers of 
his own dentistry education: “When I had 
community service in Brazil, I hated it. We 
were parachuted in without knowing the 
community or its needs at all.” 
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CHICKEN EMBRYOS SHED LIGHT 
ON FACIAL ABNORMALITIES

10  FALL

20 U B C  D E N T I S T RY  I M P R E S S I O N S

FALL  10

U B C  D E N T I S T RY  I M P R E S S I O N S 21

However, far fewer people are looking at what is 
happening outside the cells. “It seems to me that 
we also need to understand what is happening in 
the stage between the genes changing and the first 
signs of the skeleton appearing.”

Findings to date support her theory about 
the importance of an “orchestrator.” Richman 
discovered that the protein was strongly 
turned on during the chicken embryo’s beak 
development. She also found that placing the 
gene for this protein into the embryo caused 
it to grow an extra beak and also to duplicate 
digits of the limb.

“We now want to manipulate the levels of 
this protein in the early chicken embryo to 
determine its roles in shaping the skeleton of 
the limbs and face.” Study results will aid those 
yet unborn, says Richman. “Our work will 
shed light on inherited birth defects that affect 
the skeleton, including cleft lip, jaw size and 
shape abnormalities, and disturbances in the 
bones of the hands and feet.

She adds, “Our results may also one day help to 
improve healing after injuries to the skeleton.”

Dr. Joy Richman cuts a window the size of a postage stamp into 
the eggshell to observe face and limb development.

Reprinted with permission from UBC Public Affairs; published in 
UBC Reports, Jun. 3, 2010.

development. “The chicken embryo is ideal to 
unravel these mysteries.”

To view what is happening in the chicken embryo, 
Richman cuts a window the size of a postage 
stamp into the eggshell. When researchers place 
the egg under the microscope, they can see the 
beating red heart, the face and limbs.

In work leading up to the CIHR grant, 
Richman traced jaw development to the 
presence of retinoic acid, a vitamin A derivative, 
and of a protein linked to bone formation.

By inserting tiny beads containing these 
molecules into the early chicken embryo, 
Richman found that the cheek bones were 
replaced with bones that normally are found 
in the centre of the face, essentially duplicating 
the upper beaks. The experiment on beak 
duplication also led Richman to her current 
work, which is to investigate the genes that 
make the centre of the face. Out of hundreds 
of genes involved in this process, one in 
particular caught her attention. “This gene 
piqued my interest because it makes a protein 
that is secreted outside the cell and as such 
could play a pivotal role,” says Richman. “It 
may act as an ‘orchestrator’ directing nearby 
cells into required patterns.”

She says the majority of studies on face 
development seek to unlock the secrets within the 
cell, looking at which gene levels are up or down. 

Her lab investigates the molecules that tell 
the initially indistinct cells in the embryo 
to form recognizable structures such as the 
skeleton of the jaw or hand. By tweaking 
molecules at an early stage, it is possible to 
duplicate structures or transform one part of 
the embryo into another. Richman’s study on 
embryo patterning was recently awarded more 
than $900,000 from the Canadian Institutes 
of Health Research (CIHR). [See Impressions, 
spring 2010.]

She explains that face development for all 
mammalian embryos begins with discrete 
buds of tissues—called prominences—that 
surround the primitive oral cavity. These grow 
together to form the face.

Currently, one in 700 babies is born with a 
cleft lip or palate. For a variety of genetic and 
environmental reasons, the separate areas of 
the face do not join together as they would 
normally, resulting in a cleft.

Many times, facial defects are accompanied 
by limb or digit abnormalities, both of which 
require multiple surgeries, often followed by 
expensive dental or orthopaedic treatments.

Given the intricacies of human embryos 
and the serious consequences of anomalies, 
Richman says it is important to study a model 
organism that mirrors human development 
yet can be accessed during embryonic 
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For Dr. Joy Richman, eggs offer an untold wealth of information about human development. A pediatric dentist 
and development biologist, Richman studies chicken embryos, focusing on the intricately patterned facial bones 
and limbs. “The embryonic faces of vertebrates, including humans, mice and chickens, are very similar,” says 
Richman, who teaches in the Faculty of Dentistry.



Don Brunette may well find himself named the patron saint of 
toothless hockey players.

BY LORRAINE CHAN

Toothless No More: Team Aims 
to Reduce Rejection of Implants

BY TERRY WINTONYK 
WITH FILES FROM DAVID WONG DMD 2010
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“The intent is to develop surfaces that induce 
macrophages to stimulate healing rather than 
destructive inflammation,” says Brunette.

Along with Dentistry associate professor 
Douglas Waterfield, Brunette recently 
received more than $685,000 from the 
Canadian Institutes for Health Research for 
their innovative study. The investigators will 
explore cell structure, migration and cell–cell 
interactions, as well as gene and cell signalling 
activities. In addition to macrophages, they 
will examine bone cells, fibroblasts and 
epithelia, which are other cells that come into 
contact with implants.

Brunette says their findings could have wide 
application to other implants, including hip 
joints, catheters and other devices that contact 
diverse tissues. “Improved surfaces will enable 
faster integration of implants with bone or 
other tissues, as well as enable implants to be 
used in situations that currently have a high 
risk of failure.”

Brunette points out that under “more or less 
ideal” conditions, dental implant failure rates 
can be as low as one or two percent. However, 
dental and other implants are now being 
employed in more challenging situations such 
as sites with poor bone quality. “Failure rates 
can approach 30 percent depending on risk 
factors that include smoking, oral hygiene, 
quality of bone and location within the mouth.”

Reprinted with permission from UBC Public Affairs; 
published in UBC Reports, Jul. 1, 2010.

What’s On the Surface
Collaborating on Don Brunette’s study is Nick Jaeger, 
a professor of electrical and computer engineering in 
the UBC Faculty of Applied Science. Jaeger studies 
fiber optics and optical sensors, often within the 
context of power and telecommunications industries. 

Using microfabrication techniques, Jaeger is 
producing brand new types of surfaces that will help 
Brunette and Waterfield gain insights about cell 
behaviour. As well, Brunette’s collaborators at the 
Swiss Federal Institute of Technology are developing 
new implant coatings through nanotechnology, such 
as self-assembled monolayers.

An oral biologist in the Faculty of Dentistry, 
Brunette seeks to create a better dental implant 
by understanding how cells behave around 
different types of implant surfaces. Dental 
implants consist of a titanium screw or 
cylinder that is inserted into the jaw. The post 
serves as a base onto which the replacement 
crown or bridge is attached.

For his research, Brunette draws upon 
sophisticated methods of microfabrication 
and nanofabrication, which can produce 
precisely characterized surfaces. He can then 
examine how cells respond to specific features 
and shapes of the implant’s surface—that 
is, its topography—at the nanometre and 
micrometre scales.

Brunette’s current line of inquiry evolved from 
his breakthrough work with titanium surfaces 

during the 1980s. At that time, Brunette was 
the only researcher in the world studying 
microfabricated surfaces and cell behaviour. 
He observed that microscale grooves could 
direct cells in desired directions and also 
encourage bone growth.

A Vancouver-based implant manufacturer 
marketed implants based on the principles 
developed in Brunette’s research, and more 
recently, a US firm is using lasers to produce 
grooves on dental implants.

Of particular interest to Brunette are cells 
called macrophages, which in Greek means 

“big eater.” Macrophages are among the first 
cells to appear at the site of a wound to clean 
up bacteria, explains Brunette. They also 
orchestrate the body’s response to foreign 
objects such as implants.
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Dentistry professor Don Brunette explores how nanofabricated surfaces can influence cell behaviour.

professionals for life, wherever they practice, 
including here at home. Until now, mainly 
general practice residents (GPRs)—licensed 
dentists who receive advanced postgraduate 
training in several dental specialties—have 
benefitted from this career preparation. The 
GPRs this year, Drs. Fahad Cadili, Bora 
Moon and Bahram Rashti, had an even more 
enriching learning experience. Along with 
Dentistry faculty members Dr. Christopher 
Zed, associate dean, Strategic and External 
Affairs, and head, Postgraduate and Hospital 
Programs, and Dr. Bill Brymer, clinical 
assistant professor, they mentored these four 
soon-to-be professional colleagues.

Cambodia, devastated by years of political and 
military strife, has an acute shortage of health 
care professionals. Now that civil stability 
has returned, Siem Reap’s Ankor Hospital 
for Children (AHC)—an independently 
operated non-governmental pediatric teaching 
hospital—provides outpatient, inpatient, 
acute, emergency, surgical, low-acuity, dental 
and ophthalmologic care. With 50 percent of 
Cambodia’s population under 15, malnourished 
and illiterate, the country’s need for health care 
services and knowledge transfer is staggering.

Over the five-day rotation to Cambodia, the 
UBC team treated over 350 patients—130 
in rural areas where, except for one location 
that had a portable generator and dental unit, 
running water and electricity were non-existent.

A research project about diet—the most 
important factor to predict caries risk in 
populations—was also undertaken. The team 
interviewed local residents, including children, to 
determine what foods are most often consumed. 
Decayed, missing and filled surfaces (DMFS) 
scores were also collected. Research results are 
intended to help develop programs to educate 
children about the effect of foods on their teeth.

Bland, Isaacs, Wong and Younan note in a 
comprehensive, collaborative report that, along 

In April, for the first time as an elective in 
fourth year, DMD students travelled to 
Cambodia with residents in the General 
Practice Residency Training Program. 
Emery Bland, Robyn Isaacs, David Wong 
and Diana Younan—after final exams, 
with graduation on the near horizon— 
did a rotation at the Angkor Hospital 
for Children, in Siem Reap, a provincial 
capital city in northwestern Cambodia.

International rotations like the one in 
Cambodia are designed to broaden the 
dentistry scope of learning to include an 
understanding of regional disease processes, 
treatment modalities and cultural competency. 
These learning opportunities serve dental 
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Fourth-Year 
DMD Student 

Elective: 
Cambodia

with poor nutrition, “significant consumption 
of low-cost, high sugar foods and poor dental 
hygiene lead to significant rates of dental decay 
in Cambodian children and adults alike.”

They acknowledge that extraction is the most 
appropriate treatment for non-restorable teeth; 
however, in Cambodia when poverty-stricken 
desperation prevails, the procedure is often 
performed at one of the many unhygienic 
roadside shacks. In contrast, the modest four-
chair dental clinic at AHC provides a much 
safer setting for extracting teeth to relieve pain 
and for performing other dental procedures like 
pulpectomies, a type of root canal therapy.

The DMD students also report that along with 
the GPRs and faculty members, they were able 
to exchange knowledge with the Cambodian 
dental teams. The transfer of knowledge into 
a local resource plan is a cornerstone of UBC 
Dentistry’s international programs—what Zed 
describes as “true aid, the sustainable piece.”

The fourth-year students said that this elective 
experience improved their problem-solving 
and decision-making skills and increased their 
confidence in clinic skills. “Overall, we are positive 
that exposure to different cultures, practices 
and pathological processes less frequently 
encountered in North America will lead to 
our development as compassionate health care 
providers.” This is an educational and community 
outcome that Red Barnes, general manager of 
international dental distributor Henry Schein 
(BC Zone), would be proud of: the Cambodia 
elective was supported by the Henry Schein (BC) 
International Dental Outreach Fund.

The full report, available online at  
www.dentistry.ubc.ca/cambodia2010, includes more 
photographs and details of how the UBC Faculty of 
Dentistry Competencies for the New Practitioner, 
which establishes standards for DMD graduates, 
were addressed in Cambodia.



UBC Dentistry Team Serves 
Penelakut First Nation 
BY TERRY WINTONYK 
WITH FILES FROM DUSTIN GEORGE AND JENN PARSONS BY JANE MERLING AND TERRY WINTONYK

Find more photos at www.dentistry.ubc/kuper
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Health who identify children in this situation 
and refer the families to UBC—such was the 
case for Chloe and her family.

At UBC, the George C. Ng Special Children’s 
Endowment Fund provides a unique 
opportunity for care. Created two years ago 
in memory of Dr. George Ng, a community 
leader and compassionate pediatric dentist 
committed to providing the very best care for 
his young patients, the fund helps patients 
like Chloe. It covered the cost of the general 
anaesthesia facility fee for the extensive 
amount of treatment that Chloe required. 

Chloe, and children like her, remind Amy of her 
fourth-year DMD experience at Monarch: “I 
witnessed the powerful effect of good patient 
management and was amazed that unpleasant 
procedures such as giving local anaesthetic 
injection to child patients can be done in a calm 
and non-traumatic manner.” Both Amy and 
Anne performed a wide variety of treatment 
procedures on a large number of children, 
including preventive counselling, applying 
sealants and doing restorations, stainless steel 
crowns, pulpotomies and extractions.

And Chloe and her family? “I feel extremely 
blessed,” says Chloe’s mother Francine. “They 
told me she would be in some pain and should 
stay home from school the next day. That wasn’t 
the case. She was back to herself the next day 
and excited to show her friends her shiny teeth!”

For Chloe, the passion of the pediatric dentists 
at Monarch, the motivation of dental students, 
the support of the George C. Ng Special 
Children’s Endowment Fund and the relief of 
her family’s financial burden are important. 
But, not as important as being herself, a happy 
six-year-old, special toy in hand, bouncing 
into school with a healthy smile.

For six-year-old Chloe Frisk, who needed a 
lot of dental work, a visit to the dentist was 
not on the calendar because her family didn’t 
have dental insurance. With four children in 
the family, the Frisks simply did not have the 
funds to pay for Chloe’s treatment.

Providing oral health care to children in need 
can be challenging, financially overwhelming 
and sometimes even heartbreaking. It can 
also provide great inspiration, motivation and 
passion. Finding a balance is what enables 
good practitioners—students included—to 
provide excellent pediatric dental care. 

The practitioners at Monarch Pediatric 
Dental Centre, a large private practice in 
Burnaby, BC, and UBC Dentistry’s chair of 
Pediatric Dentistry Dr. Rosamund Harrison 
are dedicated to providing an invaluable 
community service. Drs. John Hung, Elsa 
Hui-Derksen , Mark Casafrancisco, Peter 
Chan, Farah Mawani and Young Tze Kuah 
at Monarch regularly donate their time and 
talent to enable care for a number of children 
who, because of their complex treatment 
needs, may not be suited for treatment in 
UBC’s Children’s Dental Program. 

Monarch’s generosity extends to providing a 
pediatric specialty practice setting for UBC 
dental students. Recently, fourth-year DMD 
students Amy Kung and Anne Kelly took part 
in a two-week pediatric dentistry elective at 
Monarch. The students provided dental services 
at no charge under the supervision of Monarch 
Dental Centre dentists and assisted by their 
support staff. “For those students who have an 
interest in treating children, this elective is ideal 
to enhance their skills,” says Harrison, who also 
points out that Monarch has, on-site, a licensed 
general anaesthesia facility. “Fourth-year 
students also give care to patients under general 
anaesthesia, which is a rare opportunity.”

Providing no-cost treatment for children in 
need and providing mentorship to students is 
a sound and benevolent combination. There 
are, however, some children who require 
general anaesthesia, which means that while 
the anaesthetist is paid by the Medical 
Services Plan, using a licensed facility in a 
private practice bears a fee. Dr. Hung and his 
colleagues at Monarch have worked closely 
with Chris Inkster and her colleagues at Fraser 

Community Giving, 
a Fourth-Year DMD 

Pediatric Elective and 
a Six-Year-Old’s Smile

Amy Kung DMD 2010 with her patient Chloe Frisk.

For many children, visiting the 
dentist is part of a normal routine 
in the family. Any trepidation over 

regular checkups quickly diminishes 
with the warm friendly smile at 
reception, the promise of a post-
treatment visit to the infamous 
“treasure chest” and sometimes 

even the bonus of time off school. 
Twice per year this right-of-passage 
happens without much thought or 

fuss beyond the confirmation of the 
appointment—that is, until there is 

a lack of dental insurance or some 
other means to pay for service.

Kuper Island Volunteer 
Community Clinic
Dental services were provided by: 
 · Dr. Bill Brymer, Clinical Assistant Professor,  
  UBC Dentistry 
 · Cameron Garrett DMD 2012 (candidate)  
 · Dustin George DMD 2011 (candidate) 
 · Kathryn Hunter DMD 2012 (candidate) 
 · Trish Morales BDSc (Dental Hygiene)  
  2012 (candidate)  
 · Doug Nielsen DMD 1972  
 · Margaret Sieber Dip DH 1970  
 · Dr. Ken Stones 
 · Gary Sutton DMD 1972 
 · Ehsan Taheri DMD 2011 (candidate) 
 · Jhustine Tolentino BDSc (Dental Hygiene)  
  2012 (candidate) 
 · Hanah Tsao DMD 2011 (candidate)  
 · April Wang DMD 2011 (candidate)

Other volunteer support was provided by: 
 · Bob Blacker 
 · Joanne Dawson CDA 
 · Susan Nielsen  
 · Jenn Parsons, Manager of Alumni &  
  Community Affairs, UBC Dentistry 
 · Rotary Club of Chemainus 
 · Rotary Club of Steveston 
 · Suzanne Sutton

To find out more about how to include dental and 
dental hygiene students in a community volunteer 
program, contact dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca or 
Dr. Bill Brymer at bbrymer@interchange.ubc.ca

This past July, dental and dental hygiene 
students, alumni and faculty of UBC Dentistry, 
along with community dentists and other 
volunteers, donated their time and professional 
skills to the people of Penelakut First Nation. 
The community volunteer clinic took place 
over a weekend on Kuper Island, a small, 
8.66-square-kilometre island located east of 
Chemainus, BC, a town on Vancouver Island.

The clinic provided an ideal opportunity for 
dental and dental hygiene students to have 
an educational experience above and beyond 
the traditional classroom. This project also 
reflects the UBC Faculty of Dentistry’s mandate 
to improve the oral health of people in need, 
promote health education and social betterment, 
and enhance students’ awareness and role as 
global citizens through community service.

The Kuper Island dental clinic was organized 
by UBC alumnus and Rotary Club member 
Doug Nielsen DMD 1972, his wife Susan 
and other volunteers, with support from the 
Dental Mission Project. This organization, 
which Nielsen was instrumental in forming, 
provides portable supplies and equipment to 
dental professionals who want to organize a 
dental mission to communities, anywhere in 
the world, in need of oral health care.  

Upon arriving at Chemainus, the clinic team 
was introduced to retired police officer Bob 
Blacker, district governor for the Rotary Club. 
Blacker and the Rotary Club work closely with 
Government House and Lt-Gov. Steven L. 
Point OBC on literary projects in remote and 
underserved BC communities. It was Blacker 
and fellow Rotarian Doug Neilsen who originally 
saw the potential of providing dental services on 

Kuper Island at the same time as the Rotary Club 
was to build a library in the community.

Then third-year dental student Dustin George 
was involved with the project from the beginning. 

“I understood this project would be a unique 
opportunity to exercise my newly acquired 
clinical skills—but it proved to be more than 
that. I discovered an ability to be flexible and 
more culturally sensitive as I adopted an open 
mind and a go-with-the-flow attitude. It was a 
strikingly different setting from what I was used 
to at the UBC dental clinic or other community 
volunteer dental clinics in the Vancouver area.”

Dustin remembers day one: “We arrived at the 
school gymnasium, where we would assemble 
our temporary dental clinic using three 
portable dental chairs and other equipment. 
Karen Milanese, the school principal, had 
been instrumental in organizing patients and 
encouraging community members to attend 
the clinic. People began to arrive, slowly at 
first, in family groups—children, parents, 
grandparents, uncles and aunts. I learned that 
members of this community operate as family 
units; the team adopted a flexible treatment 
schedule in order to accommodate the needs 
of the whole family. By day three,” Dustin 
continues, “we had provided dental services for 
68 people on the island—a true team effort!”

Regarding his own future as a health care 
provider, Dustin says, “My Kuper Island 
experience taught me the importance of helping 
all communities find better health. It doesn’t 
matter if the community is around the world or 
in our own backyard—I can make a difference.”
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CLASS NOTES AND EVENTS
Share your news with classmates, faculty and friends. Look for reunion announcements and  
events for all alumni. Submit alumni stories and keep in touch at www.dentistry.ubc.ca/alumni

Table. The eight of us from the Dip DH 
Class of 1980 had a fabulous time catching 
up on the last 30 years, looking at some old 
yearbooks, having some good laughs and 
reminiscing. Somehow the years don’t erase 
the memories and connections we established 
in the dungeon of the old John B. Macdonald 
Building. We look forward to the next reunion. 

 
 
Ingrid Emanuels  
DMD 1980

The DMD Class of 1980 enjoyed a great 
weekend away at the Painted Boat Resort Spa  
& Marina on the Sunshine Coast in May 2010 
to celebrate our 30-year reunion. Over a third of 
the original class graduates were able to attend 
some or all of the weekend events—proving  

“If you build it, they will come!” Nancy Scott  
and Ingrid Emanuels planned yet another 
outstanding social event, which included a 
gourmet dinner, some Continuing Dental 
Education and a whole lot of breakfast and 
appetizer social meetings. Groups set off on the 
warm and sunny Saturday afternoon to hike, 
sightsee and kayak many of the nearby scenic 
areas. A good time was had by all. Rosalina Liu 
(pictured on the left) and Cathy McGregor enjoy 
the outdoors together during the weekend.

Michael Racich 
DMD 1982

Michael Racich has recently published a book, 
The Basic Rules of Oral Rehabilitation. It is now 
available through Spectrum Dialogue at  
www.spectrumdialogue.com (select menu 
items “Shop” then “Books”). 

1970s

Peter Carpenter 
DMD 1970 

 
Peter Carpenter joined the Chancellor’s 
Procession of the 2010 graduation ceremonies at 
the Chan Centre on June 1, 2010. Dr. Carpenter 
handed each graduate a gift to welcome them  
into the UBC Alumni Association. 
 
 
 

Doug Nielsen 
DMD 1972

Garry Sutton 
DMD 1972

Classmates and friends for 38 years, Doug 
Nielsen and Garry Sutton organized a 
community volunteer clinical opportunity 
for dental and dental hygiene students in July 
2010 with the Penelakut First Nation on Kuper 
Island in BC’s southern Gulf Islands. Not 
only did the clinic offer free dental services to 
people who may not otherwise have access, but 
it allowed UBC students to have an experience 
above and beyond the traditional classroom. 
Garry (pictured on the left) and Doug (centre) 
enjoy a moment on the ferry to Kuper Island 
with friend Bob Blacker from the Rotary Club.

To find out more about how to include students 
in a community volunteer program, please 
contact dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca or  
Dr. Bill Brymer at bbrymer@interchange.ubc.ca

Jackie Gerry 
Dip DH 1975 

 
Jackie Gerry, excited winner of the 2010 Alumni 
Getaway contest at the Pacific Dental Conference, 
enjoyed a wonderful weekend at the Bellagio in 
Las Vegas thanks to Nadean Burkett & Associates. 
Winning the contest was extra special for Jackie, 
as she also celebrated her 35-year reunion with 
fellow classmates this spring. 
 
 
 

 

REUNION 
DMD 1975 

 
Alumni and friends of the DMD Class of 1975 
toasted 35 years over a fine-dining experience 
at Cioppino’s Mediterranean Grill in Vancouver 
in April 2010. In the picture, Russell Hamanishi 
and his wife Joan, a dental hygiene graduate 
from the Class of 1978, enjoy Angie Thong’s 
company (pictured in the centre).

1980s

 

 
 
Jackie Caronni  
Dip DH 1980 

Our 30-year reunion started at the Pacific 
Dental Conference and then we headed over 
to ORU for a superb dinner at the Chef ’s 

A gift to UBC Dentistry in your will can be an expression 
of your beliefs and passions and an enduring legacy  
for future generations. There is no minimum amount, 
and the gift can be tailored exactly to meet your needs.  
For more information, contact Barbara Becker at  
604-822-6808 or beckerba@interchange.ubc.ca

MAKE IT COUNT

An Enduring Legacy

It’s also a story that fuels Dr. Vanry’s conviction 
that giving is imperative and that everyone 
has something to give. His gratitude for the 
education and opportunities he has received in 
Canada have motivated him to make a planned 
gift to the UBC Faculty of Dentistry.

Serge Vanry grew up with his parents and 
brother in Paris, where his childhood was 
interrupted by the Nazi occupation. One 
night in 1942, when he was 11, the family 
was ordered to pack for internment and 
deportation. Serge’s mother tore the yellow 
star from his clothes and gave him money and 
directions to a family friend outside the city. 
For the next two years, Serge was sheltered 
by family members, friends and strangers. He 
was reunited with his parents—unfortunately, 
his brother didn’t survive Auschwitz—after 
France was liberated.

Serge felt his future lay in the arts—he had 
gotten work as a reporter for CBC’s French-
language service, Radio-Canada. Others, 
however, imagined him working with his 
hands and encouraged him to explore 
dentistry. “I hadn’t taken any science courses,” 
he says, “and going to UBC at the age of 30 
wasn’t easy. But when I did catch on, after 

Dr. Serge Vanry, retired dentist, accomplished volunteer 
and Holocaust survivor, talks about his improbable 

life, his varied career and the daunting challenges 
he faced in both. It’s a story of dedication, 

perseverance and gratitude. 

three or four months, I loved it. I did algebra 
problems in my head for the fun of it.”

He applied to the University of Manitoba, 
because at that time UBC didn’t have a dental 
school. “The dean took me on reluctantly,” he 
says. “I think they were hesitant to invest a lot 
in someone my age.” Four years later, Serge 
graduated with the highest marks in his class. 
He was 35, a husband and a father when he 
established his first dental practice in Vancouver, 
and it was successful from the outset. 

On top of his thriving practice, Serge became 
involved in the profession as a volunteer. He 
served as president of the Vancouver and 
District Dental Society from 1978 to 1979, and 
a few years later was recruited to the board of 
the College of Dental Surgeons of BC, where 
he later served as president. Serge was also 
instrumental in the creation of the BC Dental 
Association, serving as its first president in 1998. 

Today Serge is retired and enjoying life with his 
wife, three grown children and six grandchildren. 
He sees UBC as a leader in dentistry. 

“UBC Dentistry is doing wonders for the 
profession, in the facilities they have and the 
technology available to the students. They also P
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reach out into the community, with programs 
like the remote clinics across the province,” he 
says. “When I see this clinic [the Nobel Biocare 
Oral Health Centre] and talk to the dean about 
everything that’s happening here, I almost 
wish I could do it all over!”

Serge is supporting excellence and innovation 
at the UBC Faculty of Dentistry with his 
planned gift. He believes emphatically in 
giving. “You have to contribute,” he says. “Even 
if you can’t make a gift now, there are many 
ways to contribute. It’s so important for 
present and future generations.”

BY CATHY BEAUMONT



FALL  10

U B C  D E N T I S T RY  I M P R E S S I O N S 31

10  FALL

30 U B C  D E N T I S T RY  I M P R E S S I O N S

REUNION  
DMD 2005

Mark Casafrancisco and Steve Tsao, both DMD 
2005, planned a fabulous class dinner at the 
TransContinental Restaurant to celebrate five 
years since finishing dental school. Pictured 
are Gina Casafrancisco (Mark’s wife) and Steve 
enjoying their dinner.

 
 
Farzin Ghannad  
MSc/Dip Perio 2007

Farzin Ghannad has been appointed associate 
director of Graduate Periodontics and Implant 
Dentistry at the UBC Faculty of Dentistry. Farzin 
believes that as a recent graduate he will be well 
equipped to understand the challenges related to 
the daily life of residents and dental students.

Sherry Priebe 
BDSc 2003, MSc 2009

Congratulations to Sherry Priebe, who graduated 
with a master’s degree in Dental Science in May 
2009 and was awarded the 2010 World Dental 
Hygienists Award in the research category. Her 
research was on oral squamous cell carcinoma 
and cultural risk factors in Vietnam.

 
 
 
 Joel Fransen  

DMD 1998

Joel Fransen is pleased to announce the opening 
of his endodontic practice in Richmond. Joel 
graduated in 1998 from UBC Dentistry, where 
he met his wife Alison (née Hill) Fransen DMD 
1997, pictured with their son Clive. 
 

 
 

 
 
 Sherwin Nabi  

DMD 1999 
 
Sherwin Nabi and his wife Azadeh Sheikh are 
proud to announce the birth of their baby boy 
Arman Sherwin Nabi on August 30, 2009. The 
proud parents hope he will be a future UBC 
dental graduate.

2000s

Kim Laing  
BDSc 2004

Kim and Robert Laing are pleased to announce 
the birth of their baby boy Spencer. He was born 
April 24, 2010, weighing in at eight pounds two 
ounces and measuring 54 centimetres long, with 
blue eyes and not much hair. He is even-
tempered, takes it all in and doesn’t make a lot of 
fuss—a beautiful little baby.

 
 
Jeff Coil  
DMD 1985 

 
What a way to celebrate 25 years! Wine tasting, 
boating and catching up in the Okanagan. 
Already plans are in the works for the 30-year 
reunion in Las Vegas! 

 
 
 
 
 REUNION  

Dip DH 1985 
 
Alumni from the Dip DH Class of 1985 toasted 
25 years at the Annual Alumni Reception at the 
Pacific Dental Conference; a dinner followed.

Greg Chang  
DMD 1986 

 
BC Lions football players paid a visit to their 
team dentist, Greg Chang, before the season 
opener this year. Pictured left to right are Greg 
Chang, with players: Dennis Hayley, Casey 
Printers, Bill Reichelt (head trainer), Andrew 
Jones and Anton McKenzie. Greg has been the 
Lion’s team dentist for 20 years. He  
and his certified dental assistant Anne Pothier 
fabricate all the players’ customized mouthguards.

1990s

REUNION  
DMD 1995

The DMD Class of 1995 enjoyed a fabulous 
four-course dinner at Campagnolo Restaurant 
on Main Street in Vancouver following the 
Annual Alumni Reception at the Pacific Dental 
Conference. Pictured here are Rex Hawthorne 
and his fiancé Melissa.

Undergraduate Society (DUS), with the aim of 
improving communication between current 
students and alumni, as well as reconnecting 
recent UBC Dentistry alumni. The first YAC 
social event was held on Wednesday, April 14, at 
Moxie’s Bar and Grill downtown. The first of its 
kind, this event brought alumni from the last 
five years together with fourth-year students. It 
was a wonderful opportunity for alumni with 
different levels of work experience to gather in 
a casual, non-academic environment and share 
stories about work, life after dental school and 
much more. With over 30 attendees, this kickoff 
event was a great success. We hope YAC will 
continue to thrive and hold many more fun and 
engaging networking events.

 

Tooth Fairy Gala

Dentistry dean Charles Shuler hosted a table 
at the Tooth Fairy Gala, which took place April 
17. Pictured above from left to right: Charles 
Shuler, Sunny Tatra DMD 2003 and Herbi Tatra, 
Bhasker Thakore DMD 1984 and Dr. Nimisha 
Thakore, celebrity auctioneer Fred Lee, Mark 
Kwon DMD 1997 and his wife Jennie, and 
Barbara Becker, director of Development. Guests 
of UBC Dentistry generously supported the cake 
auction: every guest went home with at least one 
cake, all in support of the BC Cancer Agency’s 
Dental Emergency Relief fund, helping cancer 
patients receive the dental care they need. 

  

UBC Grad Perio Reception Celebrating 30 Years

The UBC Grad Perio Program celebrated 30 
years at a reception preceding the Canadian 
Academy of Periodontology gala on May 29. 
Pictured are Andrea Lynch MSc/Dip Perio 
1993 and her husband Peter Gleadow.

Almost	Alumni

Scott Martyna 
DMD 2012 candidate

Scott is pleased to announce his engagement 
to Laura Leitch, daughter of Ian Leitch 
DMD 1983 and Theresa Leitch Dip DH 1983. 
Scott proposed rather creatively: he put the 
engagement ring into a Kinder Surprise (a 
manufactured chocolate egg that contains 
a toy inside), which he gave to Laura over 
the 2009 Christmas break. The wedding is 
scheduled for the summer of 2011.

Diana Yeung 
BDSc 2012 candidate

It was a great experience working as a dental 
volunteer during the Paralympics. I had the 
pleasure of meeting many different dentists 
and dental assistants. It was an eye-opener, 
seeing how people from different medical 
fields work together as a large team in a new 
facility. It was a once-in-a-life time experience 
that I will never forget.

Recent	Events

Diana Younan 
DMD 2010

Young Alumni Committee (YAC) Social at the 
Pacific Dental Conference

The Young Alumni Committee, or YAC, is a 
student-run group created as part of the Dental 

Shiva Khatami 
PhD 2010

I was on leave of absence for two years from 
my PhD program (I am a PhD student of Dr. 
Michael MacEntee) to complete my orthodontic 
residency at the University of Rochester, NY. I 
graduated from the orthodontic program in 
June 2009 and returned to UBC to complete 
my PhD thesis titled “Clinical Reasoning in 
Dentistry,” which I defended in June 2010. I 
started a job as an assistant professor in the 
Department of Orthodontics at the Nova 
Southeastern University in Florida in July.  

 Brent Moore 
 DMD 2010

Cung Nguyen 
DMD 2010

Charles Shuler 
Dean and Professor 
Faculty of Dentistry

We were in Panama’s Bocas del Toro province 
in a very small village called Mile 7.5, which is 
about 45 minutes over a dirt road away from 
the slightly larger town of Changuinola. The 
Mile 7.5 area is the home of Ngöbe Indians 
and the area has no electricity or running water. 
The region is mountainous jungle. We worked 
in the school in Mile 7.5 for five days doing 
dentistry on about 500 people. In addition, 
members of the group hiked into three Ngöbe 
villages that are not accessible by road and 
treated children with topical fluoride and oral 
hygiene instruction. In Mile 7.5 the clinics were 
full-service, primarily focused on children.  The 
entire dental mission was organized by AYUDA, 
an agency in Southern California. Their 
missions in Central America have a primary 
goal of preserving first permanent molars. 
There were 60 people in total on the trip, with 
35 students from University of Southern 
California and two students from UBC; the 
remainder were dental faculty, some dental 
assistants and spouses. Pictured with UBC 
Dentistry dean Charles Shuler (right) are Brent 
Moore (centre) and Cung Nguyen.

SHARE
Send an alumni story or update for “Class 
Notes” to dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca
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and a helping hand as the new grads transition 
from school to practice. Mike Zhou DMD 2010 
(pictured on the right with dean Charles Shuler 
on the left and Dr. Jim Gray) receives his lab coat 
from the BCDA.

  

UBC Alumni Weekend

Liz Johnson-Lee DMD 1992: I thoroughly 
enjoyed speaking at the UBC Alumni Weekend. 
I’m grateful for the wonderful opportunity to 
come back and share some of the experiences 
I’ve had volunteering overseas since graduating 
from UBC Dentistry. Pictured (on the left) is 
Dr. Johnson-Lee volunteering with the Dental 
Mission Project in Guatemala. UBC Alumni 
weekend ran from May 27 to 29. 
 

 

 
Also, over UBC Alumni Weekend, DMD 2012 
(candidate) students Jonathan Hung, Melissa 
Milligan, Leila Shahbazi and Nicole Vicenzino 
volunteered in the children’s area. Pictured with 
Jonathan is Leila dressed as the Tooth Fairy, which 
was a great hit!

Events	for	Students	
and	Alumni	

DUS WELCOME BACK BZZR 
GARDEN & YEARBOOK PICK-UP

Friday, September 17, 2010 ·  5 – 8 pm

All alumni and current students are invited to kick 
off the new school year at a party in the John B. 
Macdonald Building Student Lounge. Yearbooks 
will be available for current students and the 
Class of 2010 to pick up.

No RSVP is necessary. For more information, 
e-mail Robyn at robynlaineisaacs@gmail.com

Nick Piemontesi 
DMD 2012 candidate

UBC Community Dental Day at Douglas 
College With BCDA

As a returning student in the Douglas College 
community clinic, I was already familiar with the 
program and how it operated. On April 24 this 
year, however, I saw a lot more. I took medical 
histories and vitals, saw my first knee-to-knee 
exam, and assisted on numerous different 
procedures, including an extraction and a variety 
of restorations. It was great to practise the skills 
I learned in the first two years of dental school. 
What really stood out was how smoothly the day 
went. All the organizers and volunteers did an 
excellent job, ensuring no time was wasted and 
that all patients were treated by the end of the day. 
I was truly amazed at the impact that just one day 
of free dentistry had on so many individuals. The 
most memorable part of the experience was seeing 
how grateful each patient was for our service. Even 
the simplest restoration had patients smiling as 
they left. It was a very rewarding experience, and I 
hope I can return again next year.

 

 
UBC Faculty of Dentistry & BC Dental 
Association Dental Mentorship Program 
Sponsored by CDSPI

Welcome to Practice Event

Dr. Bruce Ward, past chair of the mentorship 
program: It was a great evening [April 29], with 
great food and good feelings as mentors and 
mentees in the Dental Mentorship Program 
gathered at Sage Bistro to celebrate the Welcome 
to Practice Event, sponsored by UBC, CDSPI 
and the BCDA. The Dental Mentorship Program, 
in its first year, has been a great success for 23 
fourth-year students, providing good advice 

DENTAL HYGIENE  
MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 

MENTOR TRAINING
Tuesday, September 14, 2010 · 6 – 8 pm

Mentor training for the Dental Hygiene 
Mentorship Program held at UBC Dentistry.

MENTORS AND STUDENTS MEET

Thursday, October 7, 2010 · 6 – 8 pm

Mentors meet their student mentees. Meeting 
held at UBC Dentistry. 

Mentors and dental hygiene professionals who 
want to be mentors contact Alex Hemming 
for more information at 604-822-0326 or 
alexaug@interchange.ubc.ca

UBC FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 
& BC DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
DENTAL MENTORSHIP PROGRAM 
SPONSORED BY CDSPI

MENTOR TRAINING
Thursday, September 16, 2010 · 6 – 8 pm or 
Thursday, September 23, 2010 · 6 – 8 pm

Mentor training for the Dental Mentorship Program. 
Training sessions held in the BCDA office. 

Mentors contact Amanda Schneider for  
more information at 604-736-7202 or 
amanda@bcdental.org, or Alex Hemming at  
604-822-0326 or alexaug@interchange.ubc.ca. 
UBC Dentistry students contact Alex Hemming.
 MENTORS AND STUDENTS MEET
Thursday, October 21, 2010 · 6 – 8 pm

Mentors meet their student mentees.  
Location TBA. 

For location details, contact Alex Hemming at 
604-822-0326 or alexaug@interchange.ubc.ca

Dentists who want to be mentors contact 
Alex Hemming.

ALUMNI PARTNERS

More	Events		
for	Alumni

 

 

PASTRY-MAKING COURSE FOR ALUMNI 
AND FRIENDS 

Saturdays, September 18 & 25 · 10 am – 1:30 pm 

Cost is $95 per day.

This fall, join chef Marco Ropke (pictured on 
the left with Carol Tsuyuki DMD 1978) in a 
pastry-making course designed especially for 
UBC Dentistry alumni and friends. Your fine 
motor skills will be challenged over two days as 
you learn the art of pastry making along with 
other UBC Dentistry alumni. Register with Marco 
Ropke at 604-569-1680 or Jenn Parsons at 
604-822-6751

ALOHA! EARN 
CDE CREDITS 
IN HAWAII!
 Monday – Friday, February 7 – 11, 2011

See CDE calendar on page 35 for details.

Want to plan a reunion at this continuing dental 
education event? Contact Jenn Parsons at 
dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER 
Follow Alumni & Community Affairs 
@dentalum_at_ubc
www.twitter.com/dentalum_at_ubc

 8TH ANNUAL ALUMNI & 
FRIENDS GOLF 
TOURNAMENT  
 Sunday, September 19, 2010 · 1 pm 

(shotgun start)

Morgan Creek Golf & Country Club, Surrey, BC

For more information and to reserve your 
foursome to this sell-out event, contact 
dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca

 
 
 

UBC 
DENTISTRY 
FAMILY DAY

Saturday, September 25, 2010 · 2 – 5 pm

Nobel Biocare Oral Health Centre,   
UBC Point Grey Campus

All DMD and Dental Hygiene alumni, students, 
staff, faculty and their families are invited to an 
Open House. Join the dean and our students 
for a tour of the clinic. Bring your children and 
enjoy activities planned by the Tooth Fairy and 
her pixies. SuperChefs of the Universe, a team 
of superhero characters that work to promote 
healthy eating and fight childhood obesity, will 
be on hand. Performances in circus arts by 
CircusWest Performing Arts Society are also a 
big part of the excitement for the day. 

For more information, go to  
www.dentistry.ubc.ca/alumni. Contact Alison 
Kovacs at akovacs@interchange.ubc.ca or 
Jenn Parsons at dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca

 

 

 

ANNUAL ALUMNI RECEPTION 

PACIFIC DENTAL CONFERENCE 2011
Friday, March 11, 2011 ·  6 – 8 pm

Second Floor Lobby, Vancouver Convention 
and Exhibition Centre

Commemorative anniversary class photos to 
be taken of: 1971, 1976, 1981, 1986, 1991, 1996, 
2001, 2006 and 2010.

No RSVP is necessary, but if you would  
like to organize a class reunion to follow  
the reception, contact Jenn Parsons at 
dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca

ReunionIdeas
2010 UBCDentistry

 

PLANNING A REUNION? 
For ideas, contact Jenn Parsons, manager 
of Alumni & Community Affairs, at 604-822-6751 
or dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca

Stay	in	Touch

The alumni relations department at UBC 
Dentistry can help you stay connected with 
your fellow graduates, plan and promote 
reunions, and keep you informed of upcoming 
educational opportunities. To learn more, 
contact Jenn Parsons, manager of Alumni 
& Community Affairs, at 604-822-6751 or 
dentalum@interchange.ubc.ca

Stay connected to more than 1,800 alumni. 
Share your news, thoughts or comments.  
www.dentistry.ubc.ca/alumni

Nadean Burkett
& associates Inc

KEEP IN TOUCH
at www.dentistry.ubc.ca/alumni



10  FALL FALL  10

34 U B C  D E N T I S T RY  I M P R E S S I O N S U B C  D E N T I S T RY  I M P R E S S I O N S 35

Thank you to all our volunteers and industry supporters. 7TH DR. RICHARD V. TUCKER THIRD-YEAR CAST GOLD COURSE · Dr. 

Randy Allan · Dr. Greg Card · Dr. Kevin Doyle · Garden Court Dental Lab staff · Dr. Chris Hacker · Dr. Erik Hutton · Dr. Andy Kay · Dr. Peter Kearney · Akos 

Mankovits (Garden Court Dental Lab) · Dr. Rick Nash · Dr. Mark Norris · Dr. Suzanne Philip · Dr. Mike Thomas · Dr. David Thorburn · Dr. Geoff Tupper · Dr. 

Laurie Vanzella · Dr. Lino Vanzella · Dr. Ross Wright · Brasseler Canada · E.C. Moore Company · Garden Court Dental Lab · Kerr Corporation · Patterson 

Dental Canada Inc. · Suter Dental Manufacturing Co. Inc. ABORIGINAL INSTITUTE OF HEALTH SUMMER SCIENCE CAMP · Stefan Caney DMD 

2013 · Dr. Vivian Chow · Travis Gibson DMD 2012 · Michelle Huh BDSc 2011 · Anzhalika Rumiantsava DMD 2012 · Melineh Stepanian Zadeh Salmasi DMD 

2012 ALUMNI REUNION LEADERS · Mark Casafrancisco DMD 2005 · Christopher Chung DMD 1995 · Jeffrey Coil DMD 1985 PhD (Oral Biology) 1992 · 

Jessica Dube Dip DH 1985 BDSc 2004 MSc 2009 · Ingrid Emanuels DMD 1980 · Dino Georgas DMD 1990 · Angelina Loo DMD 1985 · Andrea Lynch MSc/

Dip Perio 1993 · Christine Rimmington Dip DH 1980 · Kenneth Roberts DMD 1975 · Nancy Scott DMD 1980 · Arvinder Sooch DMD 2000 · Steven Tsao DMD 

2005 ANNUAL ALUMNI RECEPTION—PACIFIC DENTAL CONFERENCE · Dr. Zohreh Ansari · Dr. Harinder Dhanju · Jessica Dube Dip DH 1985 BDSc 

2004 MSc 2009 · Dustin George DMD 2011 · Victoria Ho DMD 2011 · Suzette Jestin · Oxana Korj DMD 2011 · Sanaz Najian DMD 2011 · Dr. Siavash Naseh · 

Kristina Pahuta DMD 2011 · Betty Pan DMD 2011 · Dr. Robert Rosenstock · Katrina Saina DMD 2011 · Christopher Shon DMD 2011 · Diana Younan DMD 2010 

BC DENTAL COMPONENT SOCIETY VOLUNTEERS · Dr. Gregory Ames · Dr. Alexis David · Robert Myers DMD 1998 COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER 

CLINICAL PROGRAM—ABBOTSFORD · Sunpreet Bains-Dahia DMD 2013 · Christopher Barlow DMD 1989 · Emery Bland DMD 2010 · Stephanie Cheng 

DMD 2011 · Ersilia Coccarco DMD 2012 · Jonathan Hung DMD 2012 · David Larsen DMD 1987 · Arash Maskan DMD 2011 · Sumer Mavi DMD 2011 · Anna 

Rankin DMD 2010 · Michael Webster DMD 2010 · Bryan Wong DMD 2013 COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER PROGRAM—SUPERCHEFS AT TAKU · Tony 

Bae DMD 2013 · Alexandria Barone · Jean Luc Barone · Greg Chang DMD 1986 · Lauren Chang · Nicole Chang · Ryan Chang · Brian Chow · Christopher 

Shon DMD 2011 · Derek Soong · Akashdeep Villing DMD 2013 · Elizabeth Wong · Dr. Milton Wong CM OBC and Fei Wong COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER 

CLINICAL PROGRAM—VANCOUVER · Amy Bellamy DMD 2011 · Stephanie Cheng DMD 2011 · Kenneth Choi DMD 2010 · Susan Choi DMD 2013 · Flore-

Ann Foellmi DMD 2013 · Sarah Garbelya DMD 2012 · Dustin George DMD 2011 · Graham Grabowski DMD 2008 · Erin Gray DMD 2010 · Shayan Hedayati 

DMD 2010 · Brandon Hiang DMD 2010 · Robyn Isaacs DMD 2010 · Harprit Kler DMD 1994 · Michael Magnusson DMD 2011 · Scott Martyna DMD 2012 · 

Lachlan McLean DMD 2013 · Caitlin Meredith DMD 2013 · Paul Mikhail DMD 2012 · Brent Moore DMD 2010 · Sanaz Najian DMD 2011 · Michael O’Brien 

DMD 2010 · Wendy Rondeau DMD 1979 · Katrina Saina DMD 2011 · Candace Woodman DMD 2007 · Vivian Yip DMD 2012 DIVERSITY HEALTH FAIR  

· Angela Chai DMD 2012  · Susan Choi DMD 2013  · Matthew Choi DMD 2013  · Sarah He DMD 2013  · Jiyeon Kim DMD 2013  · Charis Luk DMD 

2013  ·  Priscilla  Ojeda  BDSc  2011  ·  Emma  Wong  DMD  2012  ·  Wendy  Yip  DMD  2010 GENERAL PRACTICE RESIDENCY COMMUNITY 

PROGRAMS · All General Practice Residency instructors GRADUATION · Peter Carpenter DMD 1970 · Mary Findlay Dip DH 1971 BDSc 1998

KUPER ISLAND COMMUNITY VOLUNTEER CLINIC  · Dr. William Brymer (faculty)  · Joanne Dawson · Cameron Garrett DMD 2012 · Dustin George 

DMD 2011 · Kathryn Hunter DMD 2012 · Trish Morales BDSc 2012 · Doug Nielsen DMD 1972 · Susan Nielsen · Margaret Seiber Dip DH 1970 · Dr. Ken 

Stones · Garry Sutton DMD 1972 · Suzanne Sutton · Ehsan Taheri DMD 2011 · Jhustine Tolentino BDSc 2012 · Hanah Tsao DMD 2011 · April Wang DMD 

2011 TRINJIN—FESTIVAL OF MOTHERS AND DAUGHTERS & WOMEN’S HEALTH FAIR · Ruby Bhullar DMD 2007 · Harleen Braich DMD 2011 · 

Dr. Harinder Dhanju · Manav Dua DMD 2011 · Sumer Mavi DMD 2011 · Dr. Larry Rossoff (faculty) · Jaspal Sarao DMD 2010 UBC ALUMNI WEEKEND  · 

Joanne Dawson · Jonathan Hung DMD 2012 · Elizabeth Johnson-Lee DMD 1992 · Nicole Kwieton · Melissa Milligan DMD 2012 · Leila Shahbazi DMD 2012 

· Nicole Vicenzino DMD 2012 UBC COMMUNITY DENTAL DAY AT DOUGLAS COLLEGE WITH THE BCDA  · Dr. Houmann Abtin · Amy Bellamy 

DMD 2011 · Emery Bland DMD 2010 · Brian Bostrom DMD 2012 · Laura Bowman DMD 2013 · Kenneth Choi DMD 2010 · Leann Donnelly BDSc 2002 

MSc 2005 · Jordan Gerster DMD 2010 · Shayan Hedayati DMD 2010 · Jonathan Hung DMD 2012 · Anne Kelly DMD 2010 · Jiyeon Kim DMD 2013 · Scott 

Kollen DMD 2013 · Kevin Lauwers DMD 2005 · Ryan Lauwers DMD 2004 · Deborah McCloy Dip DH 1984 BDSc 1995 MSc 2004 · Melissa Milligan DMD 

2012 · Nicholas Piemontesi DMD 2012 · Mehraban Poulad-Noshiravan DMD 2010 · Sundeep Randhawa DMD 2010 · Wendy Rondeau DMD 1979 · Dr. Larry 

Rossoff (faculty) · Christopher Shon DMD 2011 · Hanah Tsao DMD 2011 · Alexander Wong DMD 2013 · Candace Woodman DMD 2007 · Wendy Yip DMD 

2010 UBC DENTISTRY BOARD OF COUNCILLORS · Richard Busse DMD 1986 · Dr. Kenneth Chow · Susan Chow DMD 1972 · Bob Coles DMD 1986 

· Brenda Currie Dip DH 1976 BDSc 2004 MSc 2007 · Mr. Craig Dewar · Ms. Marilynne Fine · Dr. William Gaede · Hank Klein DMD 1978 · Mark Kwon DMD 

1997 · Mrs. Sophia Leung CM · Dr. Jin Li-Jian · Mr. Tuomas Lokki · Mr. Hyo Maier · Mr. David Poole · Mr. Kishore Pranjivan · Thomas Roozendaal DMD 2001 

· Nicholas Seddon DMD 2006 · Dr. Charles Slonecker · Margit Strobl BDSc 2008 · Mr. Ron Suh · Dr. Timothy Tam · Ashok Varma DMD 1983 · Dr. William 

Wong · Benjamin Yeung DMD 1983 · Ronald Zokol DMD 1974 YOUNG ALUMNI COMMITTEE · Danae Brownrigg DMD 2013 · Crystal Janicki DMD 2008 

· Michelle Lauwers DMD 2009 · Ryan Lauwers DMD 2004 · Michael O’Brien DMD 2010 · Matthew Quinn DMD 2008 · Rolf-Anthony Reichert DMD 2009 · 

Nicholas Seddon DMD 2006 · Danielle Woo DMD 2008 · Candace Woodman DMD 2007 · Diana Younan DMD 2010 · Those listed with DMD years from 2011 through 

2013 following their name are candidates for graduation in the specified year. UBC Dentistry is thankful to all who volunteered their time. We apologize if your name or organization was missed. FOR FULL DETAILS OF CDE COURSES AND TO REGISTER VISIT DENTISTRY.UBC.CA/CDE

CONTINUING DENTAL EDUCATION 2010 - 2011

FEBRUARY 2011  
 7 – 11 (MONDAY – FRIDAY) 
  Adventure & Learn Hawaii 2011

  Endodontics: Get Better! Now! 
  Dr. Markus Haapasalo, Dr. Jeffrey Coil

  Clinical Diagnosis of Oral Lesions 
  Dr. Charles Shuler

  Location: The Fairmont Kea Lani, Maui, Hawaii

 18 – 19 (FRIDAY – SATURDAY) 
  Annual Vernon Ski Seminar

  Aesthetic and Function of Ceramic Restorations 
  Dr. Chris Wyatt

  Oral Surgery Update 
  Dr. Ian Matthew

  Location: Chilcoot Conference Centre, 
  Silver Star Mountain, BC

 19 (SATURDAY) 
  Predictable Crown and Bridge Impressions and  
  Simplified Temporization 
  Dr. Len Boksman

 26 (SATURDAY) 
  Local Anaesthesia 
  Dr. Stanley Malamed

JANUARY 2011 
  No CDE courses

MARCH 2011 
  No CDE courses

APRIL & MAY 2011 
 April 29 – May 1  (FRIDAY – SUNDAY) 
  Inhalation and Oral Sedation in Dentistry 
  Dr. David Donaldson, Dr. Mark Donaldson,  
  Dr. Fred Quarnstrom

* UBC Advanced General Dentistry Seminar Series 
 Moderators: Dr. Jeffery Coil, Dr. Chris Wyatt

FOR REGISTERED DENTAL 
HYGIENISTS AND CERTIFIED 
DENTAL ASSISTANTS

SEPTEMBER - OCTOBER 2010 
  Local Anaesthesia for Registered  
  Dental Hygienists

September 25 – 26  (SATURDAY – SUNDAY) 
  Lecture and clinical sessions

 October 15 – 16 (FRIDAY – SATURDAY) 
  Written and clinical examinations

2010 FALL THURSDAY EVENING 
LECTURE SERIES FOR REGISTERED 
DENTAL HYGIENISTS

SEPTEMBER 2010 
 23 (THURSDAY) 
  Another Way of Looking at Lumps  
  and Bumps in the Mouth, Part 2 
  Dr. Samson Ng 
  limited enrolment

OCTOBER 2010 
 14 (THURSDAY) 
  Implant 101 
  Dr. Jim Grisdale 
  limited enrolment

NOVEMBER 2010 
 18 (THURSDAY) 
  CDHBC Current Issues Presentation  
  (including Independent Practice) 
  Ms. Heather Bigger,  
  Ms. Jennifer Lawrence 
  limited enrolment

DECEMBER 2010 
 9 (THURSDAY) 
  Oral Cancer in Asia and How Trends 
  in Cultural Oral Habits Influence  
  Global Health and the  
  Dental  Hygienist 
  Ms. Sherry Priebe 
  limited enrolment

 

 

This calendar is subject to change.

OCTOBER 2010 
 16  (SATURDAY) 
  Navigating the Information Superhighway 
  Dr. Karen Gardner, Dr. Ingrid Emanuels

 22 – 23 (FRIDAY – SATURDAY) 
  Dr. Richard V. Tucker Symposium 2010 
  Current Topics in Restorative Dentistry 
  Dr. Richard Simonsen (moderator), Dr. Terrance 
  Donovan, Dr. Harald Heymann, Dr. David Isen,  
  Dr. Vincent Kokich Jr., Dr. Dennis Nimchuk,  
  Dr. Ashok Oommen, Dr. Frank Roberts,  
  Dr. Clifford Ruddle, Dr. Charles Shuler,  
  Dr. Edward Swift, Dr. Richard D. Tucker,  
  Dr. Richard V. Tucker

 29 (FRIDAY) 
  The Hottest Topics in Dentistry Today 
  Dr. Louis Malmacher

 30 (SATURDAY) 
  Oral Appliances for the Treatment of Snoring  
  and Obstructive Sleep Apnea 
  Dr. Alan Lowe

NOVEMBER 2010 
  3 (WEDNESDAY EVENING) 
  UBC Advanced General Dentistry Seminar Series* 
  Complex Treatment Planning and Care 
  Dr. Kenneth Lee, Dr. John Nasedkin 
  limited enrolment

 17  (WEDNESDAY EVENING) 
  UBC Advanced General Dentistry Seminar Series* 
  Cone Beam CT  
  Dr. David Gane, Dr. Charles Shuler 
  limited enrolment

 20 (SATURDAY) 
  Combining Science and Technology for  
  Endodontic Success 
  Dr. Frederic Barnett

 27 – 28 (SATURDAY – SUNDAY) 
  Bone Grafting 
  (hands-on course) 
  Dr. Tassos Irinakis

SEPTEMBER 2010 
 29 (WEDNESDAY EVENING) 
  UBC Advanced General Dentistry Seminar Series*  
  Botox in Dentistry 
  Dr. Samson Ng, Dr. Janet Roberts  
  limited enrolment

DECEMBER 2010 
 4  (SATURDAY) 
  “Hey, I can do that!” New Developments  
   in Periodontics for the General Dentist  
   and Hygienist 
   Dr. Mark Ryder

 8  (WEDNESDAY EVENING) 
   UBC Advanced General Dentistry Seminar Series* 
   Behavioural Management for Dental Treatment  
   from Pediatrics to Geriatrics 
   Dr. Martin Aidelbaum, Dr. Phoebe Tsang 
   limited enrolment
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