
Pathology of the oral mucosa entails a vast array of diseases that often confuse even the most 
experienced clinician. This course aims to use a “basic lesion” classification of oral mucosal 
pathology to help navigate and prioritize diagnosis and management of the patient.

Part 1: Red and White Lesions of the Oral Mucosa
“Redness” and ‘whiteness” are mainstays of clinical oral pathology. Utilizing these two parameters, 
separately and in combination, we will go through actual patient cases, ranging from the commonly 
encountered to the rare and/or complicated ones and discuss how to reach realistic, concrete 
decisions for the patient’s oral health care in clinical real time. Emphasis will be given on how to select 
appropriate diagnostic methodology and how to initiate and handle interdisciplinary communications 
where applicable for the patient’s condition. An update on treatment will be provided where it is 
useful to the dental practitioner.

Part 2: Ulcerative Oral Conditions
Oral ulcers or “sores “are among the most frequently encountered chief complaints in the dental 
practice. Using the characteristics of an ulcer (appearance, chronicity, pain, location and number 
of lesions) this part of the course prepares the clinician to systematically develop diagnostic 
assessment and treatment planning for a broad range of oral ulcerative conditions. Using clinical 
cases encountered in the largest oral medicine referral center in Michigan, we will present diagnostic 
decision trees and discuss which additional tests including tissue biopsy are necessary to arrive at a 
final diagnosis. Finally, we will provide therapeutic guidelines for common oral ulcerative conditions.

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES
1. Document the clinical characteristics of common oral lesions accurately
2. Use lesional characteristics to form and prioritize a differential diagnosis list
3. Decide which diagnostic methodology(ies) is/are applicable and at what sequence they 
should be implemented
4. Decide on patient referral and initiate communication with other clinicians

5. Be familiar with and/or implement treatment based on accurate diagnosis of oral lesions

THEODORA DANCIU, DMD, DMSC is a board-certified oral and maxillofacial pathologist and Clinical 
Professor in the Department of Periodontics and Oral Medicine at University of Michigan School of Dentistry. 
She is the Director of the Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology Biopsy Service. Dr. Danciu maintains an active 
clinical practice where she not only provides histopathological interpretation but also diagnoses and manages 
patients with complex mucosal diseases. She is part of an interprofessional practice model where she works 
closely with Michigan Medicine Oncology, Rheumatology and other services, to optimize patient care. She 
received her DMD, DMSc in Oral Biology and specialty training at Harvard School of Dental Medicine. She 

continued her training as a post-doctoral fellow in cellular and molecular biology and served as Instructor in    the Department 
of Developmental Biology at Harvard University before joining the University of Michigan in 2007.

ELENI (ELINA) GAGARI, DMD, DMSC obtained her DDS from National and Kapodistrian University School 
of Dentistry and her DMD from Tufts University School of Dental Medicine (faculty development program). 
She is licensed to practice dentistry in both United States and Greece. Dr. Gagari completed a certificate in 
oral and maxillofacial pathology/Doctor of Medical Sciences program at Harvard School of Dental Medicine. 
She is a Diplomate of the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology and a Fellow of the American 
Academy of Oral and Maxillofacial Pathology. While in the US she pursued an academic holding the positions 
of instructor, assistant professor and associate professor at Harvard School of Dental Medicine, NYUCD and 
TUSDM respectively. . In 2008 Dr. Gagari moved to Greece where she took over one of the world’s largest 

oral mucosal disease clinical services in the Department of Dermatology in NKUA School of Medicine. A particular focus is 
precancerous lesions of the oral cavity where Dr. Gagari has an active collaboration with Univ of Michigan.

RED, WHITE AND ULCERATIVE LESIONS: 
WHEN BAD THINGS HAPPEN TO GOOD ORAL MUCOSA
DRS. THEODORA DANCIU & ELENI GAGARI

CANCELLATION POLICY 
Cancellations received up to 72 hours prior to the course will receive a 50% refund. No refunds will be given for cancellations received within 72 hours of the course. Please note that 
Zoom will allow you to cancel out of a Zoom event at any time, however, all cancellations for this course must be made directly with UBC in accordance with this UBC CDE cancellation 
policy. Continuing Dental Education at The University of British Columbia reserves the right to cancel courses or switch instructors if deemed necessary by low enrolment, instructor 
cancellation or other unforeseen issues. In case of course cancellation by UBC CDE a full refund will be issued.

CDE at UBC is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider. ADA CERP is a service of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education.
ADA CERP does not approve or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry. Concerns or complaints about a CE provider may be directed 
to the provider or to the Commission for Continuing Education Provider Recognition at ADA.org/CERP.
DISCLAIMER: Dental education institutions have an obligation to disseminate new knowledge related to dental practice. Some presentations may include controversial materials or commercial references. 
Sponsorship of a continuing education course by The University of British Columbia does not imply endorsement of a particular philosophy, procedure or product by The University of British Columbia. Fee in full 
must accompany registration. The tuition fee is deductible for Canadian Income Tax purposes. See cancelation policy.

SATURDAY 
AUGUST 27, 2022

8:00 AM - 10:00 AM (PACIFIC)
(2 Hours of Instruction)

This course will be provided 
via Zoom (Live Webinar). 

$99 CAD 
No discounts or waivers are available for the ACDE webinar 
series.

dentistry.ubc.ca/cde 

The Association of Continuing Dental Education 
(ACDE) brings together individuals who represent 
college-and university-based continuing dental 
education programs associated with accredited 
dental schools in Canada and the United States. The 
ACDE is here to serve you, the dental professional, 
in delivering high quality, evidence-based continuing 
dental education programs to meet your educational 
needs. 

The University of British Columbia, Continuing 
Dental Education in conjunction with the ACDE, and 
along with 30 of its member schools, jointly presents 
the “ACDE Webinar Series”. This series features 
university-based key opinion leaders presenting 
on numerous topics on multiple dates and times.  
Presentations are available to meet every dental 
health care professional’s schedule and interests.

Please visit dentistry.ubc.ca/cde for a list of ACDE 
webinar offerings.
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