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For over 40 years, UBC Dentistry students entering their fourth year of the DMD program have
had the unique opportunity to spend the summer months learning from practicing dentists across
BC. The Summer Student Practitioner Program (SSPP) was the first initiative of its kind in Canadian
dental schools, offering an enriching experience for both students and mentors. Thanks to the
generosity of our mentors, students take part in dental clinic rotations throughout the province,
gaining practical experience and deepening their understanding of real-world dental practice.

Travel and accommodation for SSPP participants are made possible through the generous support
of individual donors and four dedicated sponsors: BCDA, CDSPI, Scotiabank Healthcare+ and
Synergy Business Lawyers.

We're proud to share the following highlights and the impact your support has made during the
2025 summer program.

This year, 43 students participated in the SSPP—73 percent of incoming fourth year students!
Cumulatively, there were 60 placements across British Columbia. Those who did not partake were
either fulfilling military obligations or confirmed previous personal commitments. There were 71
mentors—62 percent of whom are UBC Dentistry alum—who gave students the opportunity to
practice clinical skills and learn about the management of a dental practice. Students did placements
across the province in three different working zones.
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Brian Agafitei (DMD 2026 candidate) with
mentor Dr. Wilczek

Alexis Magrath (left) (DMD 2026 candidate)

Denise Cua (middle) (DMD 2026 candidate)

Mentor Dr. Bryant (left) with Graham
Robinson (DMD 2026 candidate)

Zones
ZONE 1 Burnaby Richmond

Coquitlam Surrey

Langley Vancouver

Mission

Total: 13 placements

ZONE 2 Duncan Merritt Osoyoos Sechelt West Kelowna

Gibsons Mount Currie Penticton Sooke

Kamloops Nanaimo Port Alberni Terrace

Kelowna Nanoose Bay Powell River Victoria

Total: 32 placements

ZONE 3 Creston

Dawson Creek
Kitimat
Prince George

Quesnel

Williams Lake

Vanderhoof

Total: 15 placements
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It was nothing but a pleasure to spend my time with Dr. Bryant, who is such a
great mentor and works in an exceptional community. Definitely a huge shout
out to everyone behind the scenes to help make SSPP a reality for

UBC students.
- Graham Robinson (DMD 2026 candidate)

Participating in the SSPP program is so much more than doing a few fillings.
Students get to see how a dental practice operates, they interact with various
team members, they engage with patients and they run their day with an
increased volume compared to school. | love being a mentor and have hired one
of my former SSPP students as an associate! Emery Bland, DMD 2010, A Smart
Smile, Gibsons

- Emery Bland, DMD 2010, A Smart Smile, Gibsons

| began my placement uncertain of my abilities, but in just a few weeks | gained
so much clinical confidence. | had the privilege of working under the
mentorship of Dr. Wilczek, who challenged me to think critically and quizzed
me routinely, which became a key source of my learning. | now approach each
case by anticipating potential complications and thinking about how to nav-
igate them to ensure safe, predictable outcomes. SSPP has also deepened

my appreciation for the human side of dentistry. | will never forget the relief
of a patient in tears after an open and drain procedure. Moments like these
reinforce the immediate impact we can have and the need to do more for our
communities. This SSPP experience has proved invaluable.

- Brian Agafitei (DMD 2026 candidate)

(
Alexis Magrath has performed multiple crowns, direct restorations and a
number of extractions. She is a great student with impressive skills. | am having
a lot of fun as usual teaching. This has been a great opportunity.
- Ray Krumme, DMD 2003, Mt Currie Dental, Lil'wat First Nation

.
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We Couldn’t do it Without our Mentors!

We deeply appreciate our dedicated mentors, whose enthusiasm for education enriches our students’
learning experiences. Through their guidance, students gain invaluable hands-on exposure in dental
practices across the province. This wide geographic reach allows students to discover new communities
and environments, and placements often lead to associate roles after graduation—a rewarding outcome
for students, mentors and the communities they serve. By supporting students in building both
professional skills and personal confidence, our SSPP mentors are making a lasting impact.

Mentor

Grace Barlow*
Fatemeh Basij

Kenny Basit

Shahriar Behmanesh*
Darren Berg

Emery Bland*
William Bourque
Puneet Brar

Chris Bryant*

Jasvinder Singh Chahal*

Maxwell Chan*
Daphne Chen*
Samantha Chien
Genevieve Chouinard
Ersilia Coccaro*
Brent Corlazzoli*
Andrew Dawn*
Nathan Densmore
Igbal Dhaliwal
Joslyn Dosanjh*
Vince Drouin

Rohit Dutt

Location
Prince George
Langley
Terrace
Kamloops
Kelowna
Gibsons
Vanderhoof
Osoyoos
Sooke

Prince George
Prince George
Dawson Creek
Vancouver
Dawson Creek
Kelowna
Kelowna
Penticton
Terrace
Kamloops
Port Alberni
Terrace

Merritt
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Mentor

Reza Entezarion™
Kris Falk

Cyrus Far*

Emily Feldhoff
Michael Frew*
Brenna Glow
Quentin Gordon*
Kyle Gunter*
Carmen Hansford*
Greg Hein

Justin Holder
Crispin Horng*
Houman Houchmand*
Jasper Huang*
Romey Jaswal*
Mandeep Jawanda*
Amir Kadivar

Jeff Krawchuk
Raymond Krumme*
Amy Lambert

Brett Livingstone*

Sunil Malhotra

Location
Vancouver
Terrace
Sechelt
Kitimat
Terrace
Creston
Prince George
Terrace
Prince George
Williams Lake
Nanoose Bay
Vancouver
Burnaby
Prince George
Kamloops
Quesnel
Vancouver
West Kelowna
Mount Currie
Terrace
Victoria

Chase




Mentor

Nav Mann*
Justin Mclnnis
Eric Meiner*
Caitlin Meredith*
Jessey Minhas*
Donald Mok*
Cindy Nagel
Tony Nguyen*
Jingkai Pang*
Susan Peng
Kori Phan*

Jose Quintana

Lovedeep Randhawa*

Suzanne Rozon*

Location

Victoria
Victoria
Duncan
Powell River
Powell River
Vancouver
Kamloops
Prince George
Terrace
Richmond
Prince George
Kelowna
Surrey

Prince George

Mentor

Erik Schien*
Janis Schwab*
Landon Short*
Amandeep Singh
David Song
Stanley Soon*
Inam Syed

Jason Tao*
Heinrich Tillmanns
David Waller*
Brennan Weaver*
Jason Wong*

Ashely Yu*

Location

Powell River
Prince George
Prince George
Quesnel
Coquitlam
Mission
Nanaimo
Powell River
Prince George
Prince George
Terrace
Prince George

Terrace

Total: 71 Mentors

*Proud UBC Dentistry Alum

Summer Social

On July 17, alumni, mentors, students and SSPP sponsors enjoyed delicious food and drink while
networking and sharing their experiences. Hosted at Northern Lights Estate Winery in Prince George,
everyone enjoyed delicious food and drink while celebrating another successful year of the program.
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“After leading the Summer Student Practitioner Program for the past three
years, | can confidently say that it plays an integral role in our students’
success. As they prepare to enter the fourth and final year of the DMD
program, they do so with renewed confidence, enthusiasm and a deepened
passion for the profession. It's truly rewarding to witness their personal
and professional growth during this time. Equally meaningful is the ongoing
support from our dedicated mentors—many of whom are alumni—who
consistently express how fulfilling it is to be part of the program. It's clear
that this initiative touches many members of the dental community across
the province. | feel incredibly fortunate to be part of something that brings
such lasting value to both our students and the profession as a whole.”

- Dr. Lauren Milchman, Director, Summer Student Practitioner Program

The SSPP wouldn’t be possible without our four dedicated sponsors.

A

@, BCDA il e Scotiabank. O

The Voice of BC Dentists CDSP INnvESTMENTS. Healthcare+ SYNERGY

*We would also like to recognize (Gl for their contributions to the program!

Thank You!

Your generosity and commitment form the foundation of the Summer Student Practitioner Program.
We are deeply grateful to our community of dedicated supporters and passionate alum who believe in
mentoring the next generation of dental professionals to grow, learn and thrive. Your impact extends
beyond the summer, as the SSPP experience continues to inspire students throughout their final year of
dental school and into their professional careers. Thank you for all that you do!

With thanks from:

Jane Merling
Assistant Dean Development, Alumni & Communications

Faculty of Dentistry | University of British Columbia | Vancouver Campus
105-2194 Health Sciences Mall, Vancouver, BC V6T 123
Cell: 604-790-3147 | Email: merling@dentistry.ubc.ca
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